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INTRODUCTION: 


ceſſary to acquaint the Reader, that he will 
here find melancholy Truths worthy of his Peruſat, 
and moſt ſerious Conſideration ; he will perhaps be 
convinc'd when he has read this Treatiſe that the 
Encroachments of the Regale have done more miſ- 
chief to Religion, than all the Hereſies which ap- 


pear d before Conſtantines Days: Hereticks were fo- 
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and was upon her continual Guard, 
Regale eat into her very Bowels, it was an in- bred 
Diſtemper which fed upon her Vitals and deſtroy'd 


reign Enemies againſt whom ſhe declar'd open War, 
But the 


her very being: Againſt a Decins or a Diocleſian ſhe 
might be prepar'd, and cou'd unconcern'd conquet 
the moſt terrible force they cou'd bring againſt her. 
But an Apoſtate did more miſchief than all the reſt, 
Fulian's unbloody Perſecution deflroy'd more Souls 
than the Sword of the moſt inveterate Heathen Em- 
perors before Conſtantine's Reign. I have ſeen'a Tree 


wheather the moſt rempeſtuous Storms, the Sap has 
retreated to its inward Cells, to avoid the Rigour 
of the nipping Froſt, and the cruel JNozthern 
* "Blaffs : Thus for a time its Vigour has been re- 


tarded, but ar the Return of Spring, the genial 
Warmth of the Sun has encourag'd the tender Buds 
to ſpring forth, and the Plant has flouriſh'd again 
with more Glory than * But what the 3 
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INTRODUCTION. 


has perform'd, the unskilful Gardener has fix'd his 


knife to the Root, cut off the Souiſe from whence 
dbupplies proceeded to the external Parts, and the 


Trees has wither'd and died away. I may venture to 
make this Application to Chriſtianity, and ſhall ſup- 


of an Enemy could not, the Kindneſs of a Friend 


port the ſame by Inſtances of matters of Fact, ſuen 


as will convince the Reader, that Princes have often 


prov'd unskillful Gardeners to the Church. They 


have either planted poiſonous Weeds therein, or have 


cut down its moſt flouriſhing Cedars, or have flung 


down its ſecureſt Fences, and laid open its Pale. 


I propoſe therefore to give the Readers Prece- 
dents, 8 9 


I. That the Church has done much better without 


the Concurrence of the Magiſtrate. 


Il. What harm the civil Magiſtrate has often done 
the Church by his pretended Patronage, in influencing 


Councils and Synods, 
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87 HE Firſt Grand Hereſy which infeſted 
{OY the Chriſtian Church after Conſt antin 8 
| = T full Poſſeſſion of the Empire, was the 

OE * Arian, But if we conſider its Riſe and 


the Church was left to her ſelf, ſhe went 
| the moſt effectual way to ſuppreſs it. But when 
t | the Emperor interpoſed, all went to wreck again, 


and by his means alone it arriv'd to ſuch an heighth, 


as to over-run the Eaſtern Parts of the World. 
8 (a) When Arius firſt began to ſpread his Hereſy, 
Alexander his Biſhop took the moſt direct way and 


- wa 


adher'd to his Impiety, before the Infection was 
gone too far, The World would have been much 
more eaſy than it was, but when Conſtantine appear'd; 


be added Reputation thereto, he made Arizs who 
3 otherwiſe would have ſunk under Contempt, con- 


ſiderable ; he rais'd the Spirits of the Arch Heęretick, 
and made him believe himſelf ſomebody, and aſpire 
to be the Head of the new Religion, he was not 
2 usd as one who had broach d a groſs Impiety, for 
which his very Tongue ought to have been bor'd 
E thro'. But he was us d in ſuch a manner, as tho 
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its Progreſs, we ſhall find that when 


depriv'd bim; if the ſame Canonical Method 
had been cloſely . purſir'd, . where-ever. his Hereſy 
ſpread, both againſt the Biſhops and Presbyters who 


£4) 


it had not been determin'd, whether he was an 
Heretick or not; yet this was a Caſe, in which 10 
leſs than the Divinity of our Saviour was concern'd, an 


one would think that Chriftians ought not but to be 


jealous for the Honour of their God: Vet did Con- 
Fa write a Letter () to Alexander and to Aring 
Jointly, 4. e. to the Biſhop and his depriy'd blaſphe- 


mots Pregsbyrer, as tho' they had been Cages | 


makes the whole Diſpute to turn upon a trifling 
Queſtion, as he calls it, which ſheys either had very 


_ debauich'd Notions of Chriſtianity, or a very indif- 


ferent Judgment. However he aicably adviſes, 
that they ſhould agree the matter, and compound 
away the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour. This 
might have perhaps diffus'd a preſent Tranquility 
over the Church: But ir wou'd have been bought at 


a dear rate, and ſuch Conſequences ou d have 
_ follow'd as have happen d upon 2 like occaſion in 


R= times. 


— 


The terrible Shock Dr. Clark and Mr. 222 gave 


to our Religion ſome time ſince was avoided, in- 
ſtead of being encounter d with, The firſt parch'd 
up the Proſecution with a ſham' Recantation, which 
be laugh'd at when he had done, and enjoys ſtill a 
moſt conſiderable Preferment inthe publick Churches. 
But what follows from hence, he has been ſe- 
conded by ſome conſiderable Divines ſince Dr. Hare, 
tho the leaſt conſiderable of any of the reſt, has 
openly proclaim'd his Notions to the World, and 1 
am much afraid, that the Arian Hereſy has taken 
ſuch a deep Root, that it will be hard to be driven 
out; *tis true no publick Noiſe or Separation has 


| been made, * But Numbers oe at Divine Ser- 
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but deny him in their Hearts; a 
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heart, when they ſaw their new Notions make ſuch 


| F calld by Conſtantine's Letters; yet it does not ap- 


<3 


vice, who invocate the Holy Ghoſt with their Lips, 
* © avg Numbers | 

ſtill of the Laity look upon the Gforis Patri to be | 
an Immoral Part of Divine Worſhip, _ Does any 1 
Man think this Flame will ever lie ſupprel9d; when 1 
it has gather'd more Strength, it will burſt forth n 
into a more dreadful Conflagration; in the mean e 
time, the Devil ſteals away Numbers of Souls un- | 
known, who proceed with counterfeit Sanctity to | 
the Sacred Altars. 

This was all the Benefit which cou'd have ac- 
cru'd to Chriſtianity by Conſtantines care, however 
his Letters were not obey*d ; Alexander had a bet- 
ter Senſe of Expedients, the Em perors mighty 
Project fell to the ground; to recover this Step, he 1 
calld the Council of Nice, which alas gave ſtill but 7 
greater Reputation to Arius s Cauſe, his Party took | 


a ſtir, that no leſs than a General Council cou d 
determine whether he was in the wrong, and they 
were admitted to diſpute with the Orthodox about 
Points, which one wou'd think had been ſufficiently 
determin'd before by the Holy Scriptures, and the 
concurrent Teſtimony of the Church. 

If the Emperor had been quiet, and left the 
Church to purſue her own Methods, all had been 
well. But when the Herericks found that the Em- 
peror might poſſibly be gain'd over, they were ob- 
ſtinately bent, and ſeem'd willing if their Cauſe | 
was loſt in the Council, to have it reviv'd by the 
ſtrengrh of the ſecular Arm, 

Tis true, Hiſtorians do agree the Council was 


12 that he either prorog d or diffoly'd them. 
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(cc) Soeratesfays, © the Biſhops in that Synod when 
et they had finiſh d their Bufineſs and digeſted their 
Canons into Order, every Man departed to his 
« own home. | 
. _ (4) But to proceed. The Emperor by the perſwa- 
fions of a Woman and of an Arian Prieft, writes 
with his own hand a Lerter to Arius, and invites him 
with the ardency and affection of a Brother, to come 
to him, an Act of mighty Condeſcention and worthy 
of a Catholic k Supre mm Majeſtrate; (and as Mo- 
derns will have him,) Head of the Church. Arius 
{ubſcrib'd to a Recantation not much unlike Doctor 
Clarks, The Emperor, who underſtood as much 
Divinity as ſuch Heads of the Church generally do, 


accepted the pretended Satisfaction Arius had made, | 


and ſent him to Alexandria, where he met from 
the Great Arbanaſins ſuch a Reception as he deſerv'd. 
That great and good Man was ignorant of the Extent 
of the Emperors Regale, he imagin'd the civil Maje- 


ſtrate-cou'd have no Power to impoſe a known He- 


retick upon the Communion of the Catholick Church, 
in this ated as a Man of Conſcience, and one who 
underſtood the Sacred Depofitum in his hands, and! 
think he ought to be a pattern for this indolent age, 
I deliver it therefore as my humble Opinion, that 
the preſent Biſhops of the publick Churches can do 


no leſs than excommunicate profeſt Hereticks, whe- 


ther Presbyters or Biſhops. 

(e) But Athanaſius regardleſs of the frowns of the 
civil Majeſtrate, where his Honour, his Conſcience, 
or his Duty were concern d, caſt to the Winds the 
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neſt Solicitations of the Emperor to retore Arius 

ommunion, the one was wrote in ſuch a manda- 

y Stile, as I believe wou'd have ſhak'd Lambeth 

| it been at Alexandria. 

[ ) © As you cannot pretend Ignorance of my 
leaſure, immediately open wide the Gates of the 

2hurch, that all may enter who have a mind 


herero ; for if I underſtand that any ſuch Perſon b 


s refus d, J will ſend a ſufficient Power to remove 
you from your Preferment. 


However, Athanaſins diſobey'd the unrighteous | 


mmand, and the Emperor was not ſo far loſt to 
nmon Modeſty, as to pretend to deprive him. 
But it was ſurely the moſt extravagant Demand 
t ever was known, to require a Chriſtian Biſhop 
open his Church Doors, and let indiſcriminately 
ry Sect and Hereſy therein. 

But ſtill Atbanaſſus was the object of the Emperors 
een, and after being variouſly harraſs'd by the 
pertinence of his Enemies, his Ceſarean Majeſty 
xk care, that the Synod of Tyre ſhou'd take his 
ſe into their Cognizance, in Relation to a preten- 


d Riot at Mareſt#, but not one Word was alleg'd 


ainſt him of his Diſobedience to the Emperors 
indarory Letter. 


( 80 This Council Was pack d for the purpoſe, and 


0 receiv d the Heretick Arizs to Commu- 
Mn, after having remov d n us by a Synodical 
privation. 3 A ol 
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Thus by the 8 0 interfering in the Councils 
and Affairs of the Church, Arianiſm took ſuch a deep 
root, and caus d ſuch miſerable Confuſions, as no Age 
but our own can parallel. 


Conftantins the Succeſſor of Conſtantine govern'd by 


his Eunuchs and his Women, and advanc'd the Regale 


one Step higher than Conſtantine. By viewing ſome 
remarkable Incidents in bis Reign, we fhall arrive 
to a Notion of the fatal Conſequences, which flow'd 
from the Emperors Power and Influence over the 
Church. 

(Y) Paulas a Man who had join'd with his youth 
the Prudence and Experience of old Age, was ca- 
nonically choſen Biſhop of Conſtantinople. But his 


Crime was, that he lov'd the true Catholick Faith, 


and wou'd not part with his God. 

For this Conſt antizs ſummon'd. a Synod of Arians, 
who depos d Pawzs, and plac'd Euſebins of Nicomedia 
in his Room, a.Man who had been the moſt vigo- 
. Stickler for Arianiſm of any Biſhop in the Eaſt. 

us was the Church in a fine Condition, when 
Biſhops were impos'd upon her, who dizbeliev'd the 


Eſſentials of Religion, and had not the ſame God 
with their Flock. 


(i) After this a Synod was call'd at Antioch in 


Syria, in which the Emperor was preſent, in this | T 
Synod the Great Athanaſiuss See was fill'd by an 

Arian Gregorius by Name, a new Creed was made 
| for the Benefit of thoſe who wou'd not ſubſcribe 1 


to the Nicene. 


After this the Emperor n had the Mor- q 
We to ſes | his Party outvoted in we Council | I 
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(9). 
Sond. The * Faith re-eſtablith's, and 
ſins. and Paulas reſtor'd. _ _ 

Fate Regale began at this time ro #20 the 
eſtern Biſhops bravely. aſſerted the Rights by che 
urch, and Conſtanriue when he cou'd not help it, 
s farc'd to recal the Great Patron of Chriſtaniry 
m Baniſhment. The ſubtle ſmooth Letters the 
nperor youchſafed to that Holy Father, are an in- 
om that the Church can never be ruin d but when 

Wd y wanc Courage. 

my L can no 1 hear to ſes you toſs d by 
the rough waves of tempeſtuous Seas my Cle- 
mency will not ſuffer a Man of your Piety to 
continue baniſh'd from your native home, ſpoild 
of the goods of Fortune, and wandring chro” bar- 
ren Deſerts and devious Paths. 

Vet was all this wrote to a Man he hated in his 
eart, for his Virtue, Firmneſs and Integrity; and 
noſe Life he wou'd have given half his Empire to 
we taken away, 

Now the Affairs of the Church began to put on 
new. Face. (n) Atbanaſius in his journey to Alex- 
dris paſs d throꝰ Feruſalem, Maximus who had be- 
re ſubſcrib d to his Deprivation, repented, calld a 
ynod, and receiv'd Athanaſius into Communion. 
his Synad I obſerve met without Conſt antius s writ. 
Upon this, Urſacius and Valeus the moſt bitter 
nemies of Atbanaſius, 8 the moſt vigorous Sup- 
orters of Arias repair to recant their Errors, ſub- 


| 
— — — — 
e 2 
| 
3 1 
, a . : » 


(k) Sox. lib, 2. e. e. 18. iz 108 5 . 
(6) Ea TAU a Au b 485 ud Tols © duden. 
dies x5 uany 4 Yi 6 25 75 ia e nu ˙ e 
Aue qui os '7 rde Siet, ty Sende Th. 
Nav, G Adruuivy ee Sei Sοννẽ’⁰“ aN I A- 
Lua] i iu, en. Soc. lib. 2. 6. * | 


(10 Soc. I. 2. c. 19. : 
TP” ſerid's 


( to * 
ſcribd to the Nicene Creed, And u write to Athanaſius; 
in which, they promiſe to communicate for the fu⸗ 
ture with him. 1 

But upon the Death of Conſtans the Emperor of 
the Weſt, whoſe Influence kept Conſtantius within 
bounds, Athanaſius 1 was left unſheltred to the Rage 
of an incens'd Emperor; his Enemies began to ſtir, 
and repeated Alarms would have put a Man of leſs 
Courage into a great Conſternation. 

(.) But in the midſt of theſe Storms he call'd a 
Synod at Alexandria, in which the'Canons of Sardice | 
and the Determinations of the Council 'of 5 eruſalem 
were confirm'd. However, he was forc'd to run 

Away as ſoon as he had done, to avoid the known 

Clemency of Conſtantius, uo would have been glad 
to ſee him hang d, a Fate bis Fellow Sufferer Paulus 
cou d not avoid. 

(0) After this Conſtantius call'd a Connell at Sir- 
ꝛnium, which brought no more credit to Chriſtianity 
than 'the former; and in ſhort took care to be as 
inconſiſtent in their Creeds and Conduct, as the 
Moderns are at this Day. They were for the moſt 
Part Arians in their Hearts, and they were ſenſible 
the World thought them ſo. But as they had a 
Cauſe to carry on contrary to their open Profef- 
fion, they made Phorinus a Sabellian Heretick their 
Property, he was formally produc'd before the 
. Council, accus'd of Sabellianiſin, tho they were e- 
qually impi6ns as himſelf, only to make the World 
believe. they had ſome Religion, which alas was 
very hard to do in that Age, which knew them too 4 
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Theſe Men with Impudence enough could de- 


515 againſt Arianiſim with the utmoſt Abhorrence 
imaginable, but ſtill they muſt make a Creed, which 


was in ſhort no better than finding fault with the 
old one; and yet this new Creed had the Clauſe of 
one Subſtance contain'd therein. 


When this Point was gain'd, they carried it for 


another Creed, in which they entirely dropp'd the 


Word Subſtantia, which was a great Step to their 


farther. views. 


This was the good they did as to Religion, and 


they concluded all with a pious Act of breaking 


the Bones of an aged Biſhop and (p) Confeſſor, Oizes 
of Cordaba, ' and making him renounce his Faith, 
and turn Apoſtate in his old Age. 

* (q) But to make farther havock, Conſtantius call d a 
Council at Milan on purpoſe, more effectually to 
blaſt Aibanaſinn. But here the Regale met a Re- 
pulſe, the Biſhop was acquitted, and his Enemies 
cry with Shame. 

The Emperor-determin'd to puſh. the Regale to 
the higheſt Extremity, and to baniſh all the Non- 
complyers. But more cool and prudential Coun- 
Cils took place, he divides the Weſtern Biſhops from 


the Eaſtern, order'd the firſt to meet at Ariminum, 


and the latter at Nicomedia : But when the Game 


Cocks were parted, they ſtill fell out amongſt them- 


ſelves. At Ariminum there was a Diviſion, one Part 
adher'd to Conſtantius, and voted in favour of his 


Hereſy, while the other condemn'd it flatly ; and 
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Athanaſius in his Epiſtle concerning 0 ) this Council 
faith, that the Ariars made their Emperor their 
Rule of Faith, and practiced an unuſual thing, to 
date the Confeſſion of their Faith in the time of 
ſuch a Conſulate. 

However, the Majority of the Council ated like 
Men of Honour and Conſcience, and without any | ny 
Regard to a Mandate from Conſtantine, to proceed 
on that Affair, they depos d Valens, Urſacine, Aux- 
entius, Germanins, Cains and R becauſe they 
were obſtinate Ariant. : 

The Emperor began to ſtomach this dealing, but 
defer'd to ſhew his Malice till the Council diſpers d, 
and then his Regale play d like the Stork amongſt 
the Frogs, ſwept up whole Biſhopricks at once, and 
filbd the World with baniſlyd Confeſſors and unfor- 
tunate honeſt Men; in this ſcuffle Liberizs: Biſhop of 
Rome Was baniſhed. But the Importunities of his 
Flock who adher d to him in the midſt of the Op- 
preſſures be lay under, caus d him to be reſtor'd. 

But to return to the other Council, which was to 
aſſemble at Nicowedia, the Incommodiouſheſs of the 
Place caus'd them to meet at Seleura; in this Coun- 
ci] the Imperial Lieutenant Leonas was preſent, here 
the Arians alter various ſtruggles finding themſelves 
outvoted, procur'd Lecnar by Virtue of the Regale 
to diſſolve the Council, which gave a very fair eu- 
cuſe to the Arians to return home. But the Ca- 
tholick Biſhops had another Notion of the Imperial 
Pen They e in ſpi ſpite of the LIT, 
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ended 


* 5 
ded cheir buſineſs, depriv'd ſeveral Arians, and 
Frurn'd home, The Emperor gnafh'd with his Teeth, 
t could not help himſelf. 
1 appeal to the Reader, whether the Regale did 
dt lay waſte Chriſtanity in Conſtantins's Reign, 
ether any. period of time was crouded with fo 
any Eccleſiaſtical Quarrels and Incidents of an 
common Nature Bur I cannot help commend» 
> the Conſtancy of the Council of Selluca, who 
du'd not be broke by the Regale, wou'd not diſ- 
ſe upon the imperial Mandate, but carried all 
ir, points like true Chriſtian Heroes as they were, 
y their Names be wrote in deep Characters in the 
he Hearts of all good Men, who have any eſteem 
Courage and Honour. 
pon Conftantius's Death, the Chriſtians fell under 
Diſcipline of an incens d Apoſtate Julian; who 
ningly knew the Methods of exterminating Chri- 
ity if it had been poſſible, not by Halters and Axes, 
by working upon the Paſſions of Men by Hatte - 
ſecret Severities, Court Preferments and the like; 
h made a greater Corruption amongſt the Cler- 
han ever was known before. But if he had 
ght upon the Regale he had more effectu- 
done his Buſineſs. However, he did not con- 
himſelf with Affairs of that Nature; the Church 
pariſon with Conſtantiuss Reign in joy d a calin. 
+ us ſummon'd a Council at Alexandria, in 
the Nicene Faith was confirmed. Bur, 3 


Ws not proſecuted by Julian in a Pramunire upon 
count. 


Hall conclude this Reign with ſome oblirvations 
Fulians Conduct to the Chriſtians. 


\"rook particular care to build Churches for 


FChurch at Cyzicum „ the Biſhop had 
9 # level d 


Paticks, particularly he commanded that aNo- 


Cre) 
levell d with the Ground, under a ſevere penalty 
ſhou'd be rebuilt at their own Charge again. 2 
(t) She took away from the Clergy all the Privi- 
leges and Honours Conſtantius had beſtowed npor: 
them, and abrogated the Laws made in their er 
(uw) He ſhew'd ſome Lenity to thoſe Biſhops C 
Pantius had baniſh'd, not out of any real Aﬀection © of 
Pity, butonly to ſlur Conſtantius's Memory, and mak 
him appear vindictive and oppreſſive. 7 
Nee received into his Court Aetius tho baniſh'd bf rie 
Conſtantius for Treaſonable Practices. th 
He encourag d Non-refidence and kept the Clergq ca 
from their Flocks. that in time they might forget R Be 
ligion. ( x) He endeayour'd as much as lay in his Po to 
er, to excite Diviſions amongſt the Clergy. "ini 
lle puniſh'd no Wickedneſs in any of his o 
Party, but lay the whole burthen upon the Chriſtiag. de 
and if his Friends had ſome ſlight Reprimand they! 


ſecret Intimations to proceed. - - Ju 
He thought he cou d never tye Men ſufficier aim 
bis intereſts, unleſs he made them ſacrifice, renouſ and 


their Religion, and liſt in the Devils Service. T 
ho cou d not, he diſmiſs d from his Army, and fif fore 
his Councils. _ "4; 
99 () When he could lay no gm to the Chriſif bs 
charge, he wou'd make their not ſacrificing a ¶ fine, 
tence to ee them from 1 nne of ! was 
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200 be bebe debug of Judicature, and the bear- 


V ing any office of Honour in the Empire. 
(e) He having done ſomething to diſoblige the 


People of Anticeb; they derided his long Beard, and 
upon his Coin: They ſaid he govern'd like a mad 


1 
0 
* 
Mm raisd ſome Speculatiors upon the Figure of a Bull 
0 
iK 


Bull, who overturn'd all before him with his Horns. 
However, he put up the Jeſt, and thought a 


b ridiculous affront deſerved no other Puniſhment 


than a ridiculous Anſwer; and he put out a Book 
"v0 'call'd Miſopogan by way of ridicule on his own 


RI Beard: (b) To the latter end of his Reign he began 


to exerciſe more open Severities, caſt the Chriſtians 
into Priſon. | 

() He ſhewd a greater Affection for Jews and Infi- 

ay, dels than for Chriſtians. _ 

Tue Reader may by this ſhort sketch perceive 


Jula s Scope, What he drove at, and how for his 


en aims extended. However, he fell ſhort i in his Politicks, 
"ul and wanted to be inſtructed by our Erghſh Monarch 


ft fore him. 
4 Sox omen obſerves, that d uring Julians Reign the 


"1 P ian Controverſy ſlept. The Chriſtians heartily and 
a Nl ſincerely united againſt rhe common Enemy, but he 


bY was no ſooner dead than they all fell together by the 
jp ears again. 

A Council of 4 5555 began to aſſert in loud terms 
the Nicene Faith, they met without conſulting the 
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5) Sozomen lib. 5. c. 19. 
c) Sozomen lib. 5. c. 21. 
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Henry VIII. "wo had. a reach much beyond any be- 


W and ſent him an account of their Deter- 


aur Hu! & ve g imme. eee 3. c. 18. 


minations, 


— 
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{ 16+) 
minations, together with ſome Reflections Kette * 
ut 


Eunomians and Arians who began to ſtir. the 
_ ſhort Reign of i gave no , tunity for any 
great Diſturbance at that time. (e) Valeminian 200 
Valens parted the Empire between 25 at the begin- 
ning of whole Reigns, a8 V alentinian was paibng thro 
| Thrace in his Journey to Rome, the poor ſpirited 
Biſhops of that Neighbourhood addref'd him in a 
very umble ſuppliant manner, by their Envoy Hy 

atian Biſhop of Heraclia, that "they might have Li- 
857 to meet in Council to ſettle their Articles of 
Faith. The Emperor ) return d a very diſcreet An- 
ſ Wer, that as he was a Lay- man he had no concern! 
in their Affairs. But it was incumbent upon their 
Biſhops, to take care of that matter. 

Un this they ſummond a Council; at Lampſacum, 
in which they receiv'd- the recanting  Eudoxagny to 
Communion, and exhibited a Form ot Faith corref 
Pondent to the Meene to the Emperor Valens. 

"The. Emperor made uſe of the Regale, in order 
to induce choſe Reverend Fathers to change their 
PrincifAes, and conform to Eudoxizs's Sentiments and 
upon their abſolute Refuſal, he took the modern 
Method of exterminating the heſt Part of chem from 
their Biſhopricks, and placing Arians in their Rooms 
The reſt be bear, impriſan'd and fin d at his Plea- 
ſure; ſuch were che bleſſed effects of the Regale in 1 

thoſe Days. 
„ However the Caitolick Biſho 
Sfirit at certain * to xeſiſt t 
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Torrent. A certain Number without a Commiſſion 


from the Civil Magiſtrate met at Tyana, and in Con- _—_ 
cert with the Biſhops of the Weſt, agreed to adjourn 1 


to T: But the Emperor prevented that Congreſs 

wich the ſecular Arm; Impriſon d. Baniſh'd and Dit- 

pers d all he thought would be troubleſome to him 

| and a bar to his Deſigns, he moreover expell'd thoſe 

| Biſhops'whs had been depriv'd by Conſtantiu, and re- 
ſtor'd by his Succeſſour. The Church was then in a 

| moſt bitter State of Perſecution ; Preferments and Sun- 

| ſhine had drawn over to Hereſy Numbers of the 

 welkdreſ#d and inſignificant Clergy, and the true 
Catholick Church conſiſted only of Veterans inur'd to 

Hardſhips and Fatigue, = ©» ww 
I muſt needs confeſs, Ido not think a Church is leſs 

glorious under a State of Perſecution : But however, 

it proves fatal to Multitudes of unhappy Men, who 

fall under the Direction of wicked Paſtors, who have 

no other Eye to the Flock, than to deprive them of 

their Money and their Conſcience at once. 


) This Perſecution under Valens rag'd to ſuch a | 

Degree, that 80 Reverend Divines, becauſe they pre- i 
ſented a Form of their Faith to the Emperor, were = 
put into a Veſſel, thruſt into the Sea, and Fire was „ M8 
$ ſer to the Ship. The Conſequence of this Imperial = 
Clemency was, that the poor Wretches had their 9 
choice of going out of the World two ways. 5 4 
= By this time, the Reader may have a clear and di- v8 
ſtinct View of the Miſchiefs flowing from the Regale, 1 


1. 


ruin the Charch, 1 
But what ſhall we ſay, in caſe of an Uſurpation, 
uben in all probability the Uſurper is a Man of aban- 
don d Principles, encourag'd by Faction or Enthuſiaſm = 


when in the Hand even of a lawful Prince diſpos d to 


77 — 


—— 
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to a deſperate Undertaking, which Providence is 


pleas d ſometimes to Croun with Succeſs: Suppoſe 
he ſhou d be an Oliver or a Phocas, in what Circum- 
ſtances is the Church involv d, hamper'd even by her 
.own Conſtitution and her o. Laus, and infallibly 
ruin d. States and Kingdom are not ſettled upon an 
everlaſting Foundation: They are expos d to Foreign 
Conqueſts, Domeſtick Rebellions, and the ill Con- 


duct of a capricious lawful Monarch. But the Church 


of Chriſt is to endure to the end of the World: And 
We may ſuppoſe our bleſſed Saviour has left his 
Church ſubſiſting Principles, to enable it to. ſtand 
the Attacks of Time and the Accidents of Fate, to 
which mortal Eſtabliſhments are ever ſubject. Chriſt 
has obſerv'd, a Man does not build his Houſe upon 
the Sand, which he deſigns ſnould endure the Storms 


J 


and tempeſtuous Windes. 


But to return. The Churchwas reſtor' d to her Tri- 


umphant State by the Death of Valens. Gratian his 
Succeſſour granted ſome Reſpite to her.. 


(.) Tbeodiſis ſummor'd the ſecond general Council 


of Conſtantinople, in which he made it his care to ad- 
vance the City of his Reſidence to a Patriarchal See, 


next to that of Rome, and confirm d the fame by civil 


I obſerve from hence, that the Emperor had been 


better employ d in ſecular Affairs, than in promoting 
and encouraging a Council to betray their own Chu 
Rights, and give into a monſtrous Uſurpation upon War tl 


the Privileges of thoſe who were to come aſter them. 


I may venture to ſay, the Encroachments of the 


Pope of Rome have been as much owing to this Con- 
duct, as to any one Step that eyer was taken. 
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Ss A gs, 
Por if the Pope had ſtood alone Patriarch of his few 
# 'Suburbicarian Provides Which was all that he en- 
* Joy din che Infancy of his Honours, he would not 
= have had the leaſt pretence to uſurp upon the Weſt. 
But as Conffantmople was immediately plac'd under 
$ theEmperor's Eye, and had the large Juriſdiction of 
Aſia, Pontus and Thrace conferr'd upon her, and till 
was ſecond to Rome; the Pope had ſome Colour to 
lay Chim to the Weſt; that his Power ſhould be ſo 
extenſive, ſeem'd natural enough, as Rome was Mi- 
ſtreſs of the Weſtern, as well as. Conſtantinople of the 


0 


, ot 


Eaſtern Empire of the World. 


Vw : 


This was all the good Theodore did in the Coun- 
eil of Conſtantinople, in laying down the Foundation 
| for Popery. I mult ſincerely. confeſs, that in all my 
Reſearches into Hiſtory, I could never find that Pro- 
vidence. ever gave a favourable Iſſue to attempts of 
that Nature. The Regale was ever blaſted by the 
Judgment of Almighty God, when profane Lay-hands 
were concern'd in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 
( To proceed, the Buticbians in the Reign of 
Theodoſizs began to make Aa noiſe; the Court ſeemd 
to. favour them, a Council was calld at Epheſzus. 
But the Regale put a Padlock upon the Mouths of 
|Eutiches Enemies, under which publick Diſcourage- 
ments rs ga carried their Point, depriv'd the 
orthodox Biſhops, and reviv'd new Troubles in the 
Church: Chryſaphizs the Emperors Lieutenant was 
at the bottom of all theſe” Confuſions, the ſecular 
rm almoſt ever being ſure of puſhing the Church to 
L | er Ruin. ier nn . 4 * 4 / 80 1 | 
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1 might proceed i in this Diſcourſe to ſhew even 
down to our preſent times, what dreadful Confu- 
fion che Regale has made. But this is ſufnicient 
to prove what Miſcries have flow'd from the i immo- 
derate uſe thereof in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
. Hereſy, Schiſm, Diviſions, Murther in the Streets 
and publick Tumults, were the bleſſed effects of the 
Regale. 
Perhaps it may be a8Ked, why the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians gave in ſo unanimouſly to the Emperors ſum- 
moning general Councils, to which Iſhall ef as clear 
and de nt an Anſwer as l can. 
The Primitive Chriſtians were ſenſible, that Ec- 
cleſtaſtical canons and Laws were but of. ſmall force 
as to external effects without the ſecular Arm, as the 
Church was diſcharg d from Perſecution, her Mem- 
bers in a manner look d upon themſelves to be dif- 
charged from her Obedience ; from that time ſhe was 
inſulted by her own Sons; 'The Court and the Favours 
of the Prince had exterminated the Notions of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Diſcipline. . 
Phe meeting in Councils cold not well he brought 
to bear without che Emperors Licence and Favour, 
by reaſon, of the Charge and Difficulties of Travel, 
whereas the Emperor generally favour'd the Biſhops 
with Orders to his Lieurenants to ſee the Fathers ſafely 
convey'd at his proper coſt and charge, to the Place 
where the Council was appointed to meet. 
Moreover, tho the Church had Authority from 

above to govern by Synods; yet as Chriſtian Society if 
is ſo contriv'd, that it ſhall nor interfere with tho 
„State. 

The meeting together in Nombers has fome Re- 
Jation to the civil Majeſtrate. The Primitive Chri- 
ſtians generally paid the compliment to them as A 
ask their conſent for that purpoſe. Tho they had as 
much Ri ghe 1 to meer in a Synod to conſult about 


111 7 
1k on 
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<2) 


| | the Affairs of the Church, as to meet in Congregations 
= to ſay their Prayers, and Perform the other Divine 


Offices of Religion. 
If this Liberty, lies at the mercy of the. vivit Ma- 
8 8 70 Chriſtianity is but oy: precarious; ſhe is 
expos d to be deſtroy*'d hy any Prince, who is either 
careleſs of her ry or Pons to rr her 


| Ruin. 


I cou'd eaſily prove, on 1 1 grew up ah the 


Regale, overtop'd it, and play'd all the extravagant 


wild Pranks, which the other word have done, it the 
Power had not been taken away. 

A Difpute began to ariſe-in'the World concerning 
the Title of univerſal Bifhop : The Patriarch of Con- 
fantinople puffed up with the Favour. of the Prince, 
wou d be content with no leſs, and the jealous Bubop 
of Rome Was a continual bar in his way + 

But when. Phocas had murther'd his Maſter Mau- 


 ricins, and uſurp'd the Empire, he favour'd the —4 


tenſions of the Biſhops of Rame to that Title. 
face was his Creature, Cyriacus Biſhop of . 


ple had a Tenderneſs and Reſentment for the ſuffer- 


ings. of Mauricius, and was conſequently the peculi- 
ar object of-Phocas's hatred and ſpleen; to ſubdue his 
Integrity the Tyrant beltow'd the Title of univerſal 
Biſhop upon the Pope. 


Thus this Great Title which has made ſo much | 
_ noiſe ſince in the World, is deri d from the pretend. 
ed Regale of a Paracide, Tyrant and Uſurpe. 
1 may ſafely aſſert, this was the Fountain from 
whence the Streams of Error have proceeded, and 


poyſon'd the World, $6. 
(k) Spanbeim obſerves, that about this time, the 


* of f Spain e com bs pr their. Kings, with 
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that Bower which was claim di in other place by ts 


Pope: * „ 


In ſhort, i we proceed to a canglil Examination, we 
ſhall find that what we'call the: Pontificate 1 is no more 
than the Regale, tis al extravagant Power beſtowed 
by the State Upon the Pope; and as it is deriv'd 

purely from the civil Power, it retains it's Nature 
ſtill, and ought to be. lock d upon no otherwiſe 
than as an Incroachment of the Stars upon the Prir 
vilegesand Liberties of the Church, 

This extravagant Power has ever given the mol 
bitter blows to Religion, it has levelld all that is 
ſacred, and brought 2 moſt dreadful Cataſtrophe Yo? 


" the World: 


As the nge grew aber corrupt, the more violent- 


Iy- it rag 'd Ipnotarice nursd1 it up and brought! it to 
Perfection. In en n n | 


The Emperor began wil qedegnding t to confirm the 


f decioos ofthe Councils in Firm back and che Church 


— 


N prov d bref to⸗ 


the ſaid Edict he ſpecifies the ſeveral ſorts of Þ Puni 


being willing t. & have" Canons cortoborated by 
the Secular Power . d in 4 . W. VERS a h 


"x" B SE 


a+ 4% 


A Conftlinc 5. ut i out h 5 HM to an 1 5 100 
of chat Co 25 2 bey wanted to bind the” 
Conſcience before ſuch a Confirmation, but civil Pe- 
nalties are ſome times not unneceſſary. to reduce the 
Stubborn and Diſobedient; accordingly at the end . 


my they ſhou'd undergo. 9 
6 a 


but this time, Revarelys by his Edict con - 


00 lacitco & 1 nos que "ab eis definits funt, conoborare 
atque 1 cuͤpientes. 


(m) Si Epiſcopus Presbyter & „ee aut Clericus fuerit 


ab omni i eoneilio cxcommunicationi ſubjaceat, ſi vero Laicus 
fuerit, & honeſtioris loci Perſona eſt; Medietatem faculta- 


tum ſuarum amittat. Reet * ap. Labb. Con. Coll. Tom. 
p- ING: | firm'd 
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frm'dthe- Decrees. of the Council of Toledo; But we 
muſt obſerve he leaves out Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
but upon the dae he inet enn ane, 
and Fines. . 9 

A Cuſtom alſo bin in this: — for ho 338 
to ſet his Name in the Liſt of Subſcribers before all 
the Biſhops ; a Freedom which pleas d Henry VIII. 
ſo well, that he gave even an amen Crom 
well. the ſame Preference. Wits 10 Steil 

) This converted Heretitk ds had al 0 
his Name crouded into the very Eccleſiaſtical Canons, 

as particularly Can. 8. Con. Tom. 3. concerning the 
1 Liturgies. As civil Acts with us run, by the 
Conſent of the Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
ſo this Canon runs by the Conſent of King Recaredun, 
ſo fulſome and ſo extravagant were they in 2 Com- 
pliments to their new Converts. 

Thus the Regale began to flouriſn; but no where 
in ſuch: Vigour as at Rome. The Pope being an 
Eccleſiaſtical; Perſon, prevented the Abſurdity of 


ſach extravagant Power being lodg 'd in a Lay- man, 


tha; he acted in ml a. over the Church as a 
Lay-monarch, - - 
Next to — be ow a aint deal of this Pane 
to Charles the Great; mutual Kindneſs enliven'd their 
E Friendſhip,” and producd a Correſpondence. fatal to 
the Repoſe of Europe; as Charles had all the civil, 
and the Pope the (j diricual Power in his hands, they 
generally communicated to each what they wanted. 
The Pope had the Patrimony of St. Peter as it was 
call'd, ſettled; upon him, and the Emperor the Power 
of making Eccleſiaſtical Laws, tho' not without his 
4 Holineſs Conſent; But nevertheleſs, the ſecular Pow- 
er had better been otherwiſe employed, they only 


„—ͤ— 


(n) Can. 8. Con. Tom. 3, Y | 
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1 enſlave the World. 


Synods with the ame Fortnality as to a Sov 
Prince, even by thoſe Biſhops who biv'd out of his 
CONE Dominions 
(o But he laid claim to moſt of the Kinpdoms of 
Europe as a Prince, and particularly when Mitixa a 
King of Spain prov'd ſtubborn, it was plamly aſſerted 
that his Kingdoms had been deliver'd i as a 
0 Property to the Holy See. | 
By innumerable Inſtances it may be prov vd, char 
the Popes for the ſpace of ſome Hundred Years 
 caim'd a Temporal Power over Princes, and when 
they had any miſchief to work againſt che Church of 
Chriſt, they acted as Temporal Princes, veſted with 
Q piritual Power, by which means they infallibly car- 
ried their ends, "and this is what we call the Regale. 
If the Pope had acted upon the Scheme of the inde- 
pendency of the Church, a Scheme ſo much cla- 
mour'd againſt in theſe Days, he wou'd not have 
been able to have ſet Europe in Flames, his Excom- 
munications wou'd have had a different. effect, and 
Mien would have ſlept in quiet in this Lite if ey had 
been damm di in the next. 
5 He cou'd not have communded- all Chriſtian| 


| King; and Princes, under Pain of forfeiting the Al- 1 


Jexjance of their Subjects to extirpate Hereticks, as 
is plain not only from the Council of Lareran, but 
from the Explanation thereof in Pope Martins In 
Bull at the end of the Council of Conſt ance. j 


_ their Obligations to Contracts made with Here- 
ricks, a ſignal Inſtance of which may bs ſeen in Ry- F 
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taught the Pope har Stops t follow akerwards wo |} 
Oaths of Fidelity were ſworn to him by Biſhops i 4 


They would not actually diſcharge all prnce⸗ ; 5 


mers Bedera; v. 7. p. 303. and-republiſh'd in this 
Tb a miſtake therefore, that the Pope advanc'd 
the Church above the State, whereas I can prove from 
numerous Inſtances that he advanc d himſelf firit into 
a Temporal Monarch, and by virtue of the Regale 
uſurpd upon the Spiritual Rights of the Church. 
I F-conclude, that whether a Pope of Rome or King 
of England, Spain or France, advances a Supremacy 
over the Church; it is as direct Popery as that which 
we ſo call in-Reme, let it be in a Princè or a Parliament; 
a Papiſt, a Jew, a Lutheran, or what you pleaſe, tis 
ſtill Popery and che worſt Slavery a Man can undergo, 
| becauſe it enthrals not only the Body but the Soul. 
In ſnort, we of this Nation have been ſo unhappy, 
that while we have fancied our ſelves running from 
Popery, we are approaching nearer thereto. If we 
give the King too extenſive a Power over the Church 
we make him a Pope, and put it into his Power, to 
introduce as many Abſurdities into His Religion as. the 
Popes have into theirs. „„ 
Without ſuch Power the Church can never be un- 
done; She is built upon a Rock above the Power 
of the Devil himſelf, and thoſe who wou'd bring her 
_ . down and fix her upon the Sands; muſt expect to 
periſh in her Ruins. The Puff of an Atbeiſtical or an 
_— Prince Will bury all her Glories in the 
But to return, I ſhallgiye the Reader a remarkable 
Inſtance what bleſſed effects ſollow d from the Regale 
being put into the Hands of a Woman. Pie 


Irene, Guardian to her Son Conſtantine during his 
Minority, in order to pave the way for an horrid U- 
ſurpation attended with che Murther of her Son; ens 
dieavour'd to bring the Image Worſhipers over to her 
_ "Party, as thinking ſuch groſs underſtandings the moſt 
proper to be work d into Rebellion. For this pur- 
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(26 
poſe ſhe called in the Regale, play d it about with 
ſo much art and cunning, that ſhe effectually carried 
her ends, and brought a torrent of Idolatry upon the 
Church of Greece, notwithſtanding the noble efforts 
that had been made to oppoſe the ſame. 
The firſt Step was to chuſe a Patriarch, whoſe ſup- 
ple Diſpoſition, wou'd bend to the Pope, and 
compliment him with what ſhare of "TOUR over the 
Church he pleaſed. ' © © 
Tr was the misfortune of theſe times different 0 
from our own) that no Man amongſt the Clergy 
cou'd be found ſo abandon'd as to proſtitute Reli- 
gion, which put the Lady to the neceſſity of fixing 
upon a Layman, Taraſius by name, he was allotted 
to be the grand Sacrificer, and had an Heart and 
Hand ready to ſerve aſs Friends to whom he ow'd 
his Riſe. | 
He writesa ſubmiſſive Letter to hs Pope; bogs his 
| Holynefs to call a Council, and to Honour the fame 
- with the Preſence of his Legares, who were to pre- 
ſide therein. 0 
1 People of Conſtantinople were — to be 
bully'd into Idolatry by only an Empreſs Regent, | 
Whoſe buſineſs was to protett the Eitabliſhment, and 
not to make unwarrantable Deviations from the Con- 
ſtitution: They therefore were ready to ſacrifice theſe 
Sacrificers, and ſend' em to their homes before the time 
: allotted by the common courſe of Nature. 
But more careful of their own Perſons than of 
| Religion. They wou'd not truſt the Juſtice of a 
_ Rabble, but order'd their wicked Convention to 
meet at Nice. | 
Here was the grand Sacrifice: mw the Regale 
was Triumphant, the Conſequence of which was 
, Idolatry, eſtabliſh'd by a pretended General Coun- 
cil; and "thoſe who adher'd to the ers _— 


" mandment were dechard Heretick. wm 
X et | | 0 
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TS 
To fliew alfo that they commanded the utmoſt 
Reverence and Adoration to Images. They tell you 


whatever Honour you do to Images, you perform 


to thePerſon they repreſent, and conſequently (p) you 


are to pay the ſame Adoration to the Image ot God, 


in the ſhape of an old Man, as to that Divine Being 
the Parent of the Univerſe. 

I have troubled the Reader with this Inſtance, 
only to ſhew him what a reſolute Prince may bring 


about, when arm' d with the extravagant Powers of 
the Regale. f | 


I conclude: Shana 7 I has. been ſaid: bat as 
Chriſt has left a Church to continue to the end of 


che World, he has alſo left it means by which it 


muſt ſubſiſt, and it alſo muſt have ſome Criterions, 


ſome viſible: Marks of Diſtinction, which will attend 


her till ſhe n her Triumphane State in 


Heaven. 


She cannot be leſt to 1 Caprices of a nina] 


Man, either Pope or Prince, to be ſubverted by Flat- 
tery, or deſtroy'd by Heat and Indiſcretion. 


As the Church is a Common- wealth below, and 
govern'd by Councils and Colleges of Biſhops : no 


Monarch can pretend to have Power over her, be- 


cauſe that is diſſolving the Nature of her Government, 


inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


Theſe Councils and Colleges muſt have free Li- 
berty to act without Impediment from the Secular 


Arm, otherwiſe, the ſaid Secular Arm exerts a Mo- 
narchical Power over the Church; which ; as obſerv d 
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he Church may meer in Council, without the 
Leave ot the State, and may prorogue or diſſolve 
the ſame when ſhe pleaſes; becauſe as her Govern- 
ment is eſtabliſh'd by a Divine Command, by Virz . 
rue of that Command ſnhe may act, notwithſtanding 
the municipal Laws of a TIE A 155 ae 


Frary: 915") 
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klaurg thus prov'd how detrimental Pritices con- 
cerning themſelves with the Church has been to her 
Welfare. I ſhall next proceed to examine her judi- 
cial Power; Which is effehrially neceſſary to maintain 
the Peace of that Society. 
- Marion was excommunicated by bis Father who 
was a Biſhop for Adultery, he repair d to Rome and 
demanded to be receiv d into Communion,; he was 
anſwer d that it could not be done, becauſe they were 
no more than Collegues to his Father, and muſt ex- 
pect his Permiſſn. 

The Queſtion is, to whom Ane * hin: 
ſelf it could be to no other than the College of Bi- 
ſhops, and in that Senſe they might call themſelves 
Collegues; becauſe as Mpreion's Father was in Pon- 
tm, they had no Power aver, him, and might con- 
ſequently call him their Collegue. 

They could not be above Marcions Father, be- 
caufe they acknowledg d him to be their Collegue. 

They could not be inferior to him ſor the ſame 
Reaſon, it remains, that ed muſt be equal to him, 
1. e. they muſt be Biſhops. 

From hence, we may gather that the Church go- ; 
vern'd by a College of Biſhops: That one 3 
could not receive à Perſon excommunicated by a 
Foreign Biſhop, without Leave from the ſaid Biſhop. 
From hence we may ſee the mutual Dependance, 
the Colleges had upon each other to act! in perfect 
Eren g and Harmony. 55 T 
z 49 
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10 ro apply chis Relation, if the Biſhap df London 
o'd by a pious Zeal to God and Religion fhould 
ommunicate his Presbyter Dr. Clark. I carmot 
What Biſhop in England or in Feland, could. with 
Safe Conſcience receive him into Communion, yet 
am ſatisfied there are ſome Biſhops in England, who. 
Huld not ſcruple to receive bim to cheir "ayers, 

d the Participation of the Euchariſt. 
From this Inſtance of Marcion, 1 draw this con. 
ion which I lay down as gramed, 


That a Perſon excommunicated by one Church 


uld not be received- 


by another. 


e 


(q) Paulus S amoſatenas, in the Reign of Alien 


ept his T 


1 or 


71 


41.7% 


ead about the ſame, which is the Socinian Here, | 
this Day; a Synod was calbd at Antioch" whic 


demn'd: his Hereſy, and deprivd bim ol 5 Bi— 
o prick. However, he k ties, till 
Emperor Aurelian declar d, that they” ſhould be 
lIiver'd to whom the Chriſtians of Italy and the Bi- 
ps of Rome by their Letters ſhould appoint. 


From hence, I obſerve that the Council — 
dicial Power over 8 
rity from the Em 
from him when they had done. 
This Judicial Authority implied the diveſt: 
etick, not-only of his 3 Juriſdiction, but 
0 his Temporalities which were annexed thereto. 
altho he refus d to depart from the Houſe ; the 
tence implied that he ſhould,-and upon his Non- 
Wpliance, a Petition was prefer d to the En 

lian, who ejected him by his ſecular Power. 
would not be miſta ken to aſſert, that the Church 
a Temporal. Power anner d to her Spiritual. 
be Reaſon that FO Senesbde r ls ee u 
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amoſatenus, without any Au- 
peror, and without Reprehen- 


ng" the 


eror 
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of the Temporalities was, becauſe the Honſe wa 


originally in the Property of the Church Regent 


| who did not transfer the intire Property to the Bl 
ſhop, but only the uſe thereof, while he remain| 
Biſhop: of that See: The Houſe conſequently up | 


his Deprivation devolvd to them again. 

- conclude, that if the Convocation had in of 
times depriv d the Biſſiop of Bangor of his Spirit 
alities; the State could not have protected him i int 
Enjoyment of the Reyenues of the Biſhoprick. 

i lay down from this Inſtance as granted, that 
Synod for Hereſy, may deprive a Biſhop of his Spi 


” 


tualities and Temporalities, and that the Deprivatiq; 


may ſtand good. without _— Leave! oy che TT) 
Power; 
| A Council was beld at © Sinveſſs {bent the Tat 
End of the third Century, in which 4% bellius Biſh 
of Rome was accusd by two Deacons, two Priel 
and. 28 other Witneſſes, for ſacrificing” to Idols, 
was condemn'd by the Council for the ſaid Fact. 
We muſt obſerve, this was done in the midſt 
a a fierce Perſecution, in the very Teeth of Dioclefil 
from whom they could expect no Quarter; and 
cordingly the enrag d Emperor Halte d as ma 
of the Biſhops as he could find. | 
This was a moſt glorious N "of Primi 


; ; Fortitude and Invincible Courage. They had 


Views but of Religion and Conſcience, no Pre 
ments, no Lives to egen where hey” were c 
cern'd. - 1 | 2 
How t my Hear be iis with the i 
ceſſive Tranſport of Pleaſure and Satisfaction; Col 
I fee. the ſame undaunted Reſolution in an Eng 
Convoration: Could I ſee: them lay deen their 2 5 
and Preferments at the Stake in Defence of the i 
Religion: Then and only then will they be reſtif 
to that Reſpect, Veneration and. Eſteem tt | | 
fallen from in theſe unhappy Times, C 


» 


8 ( ; 
the BY I lay down as another Maxim, that no Threats of 
maine Pack. no Dangers of Death, no Terrors'of the 
7 45111 Power, ought to protect a Criminal from the | 1 
up; enſures of the Church, or prevent her exerciſing all . 
in Oe Powers of a Chriſtian e WERAA as occa- EET. 
Spirit on requires. ; 1 2 Wb. "4 H 
n in i Theſe are the Inſtances in the Primitive and moſt 5 1 . 
k. are Ages of Chriſtanity, when Perſecution had re- ee 
that d it from its Dregs and Lees, and leſt only the brisk „ 
FR Sp dirituous Parts behind. But alas, how fatal has Proſ- 
vary ever been to the Church; how detrimental to | Omg 
pre eligion; no ſooner had Conſtantine advanc'd himſelf to |” oa 
x The Summit of human Glory; but che Church viſibly I 
1 Jan eclin d, that is, ſhe declin d from Primitive Chriſtia- | ' #508 
4 Bil from the ſtrict and rigid Perſcriptions of our Pro- „ 
\ Priel sſſion, and from that time Religion has been only WE 
Kb Trade : Her Articles of Faith have been Tools 3 
rack. work with, and hammer out the Deſigns of par- 
e (cular Men to ſerve their Ambition, Avarice and Re- 
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midſt | 1 

ae Leben illuſtrate the Ch f 
ane a take ſome pains to illuſtrate the urches 

p xternal Power in cenſuring Hereſy, by Inſtances on | 

1 math ſides, and ſhall be as much Council for the EQ 

primi rince as for the Church. 1 
had! 7) Arius had no ſooner divulg d Heretical Notions b 


oppoſition to the Son of God, than the Biſhop of 1 5 
lexandria ſummon'd a Council in which Arius was | 
communicated, a Letter was wrote to the Catho- 

k Biſhops to certifie that the Party G) were cut off 
Jom the Catholick Church. 

The general Council of Nice, which acarhemaried | 
rius and depriv'd Meletins of his pretended Eccle- 
Kaſtical l ſettled ay wel forms of Kata 
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Neves and to confirm the Sentence of Excommunicaii 


cil fhall;be call d before Eaſter, to clear all Diſſenſion be 


— aut alio quotlibet Epiſcopi vitio videatu 


K: ö 
ing in judicial Caſes againſt Biſhops, patticulachy tl 


5th Canon runs thus. 

( Whoſoever whether of the Body of the. Clog) 
Lat, are depriv d of Communton by the Biſhops in e vd 
Province, they ſhall, not be receivꝰ by them. Tu mor 
over requir d, that no Perſon ſhall be ſecluded by the p 
vate Views, Partiality or Ill. nature of the Biſhop to p 
vent which abuſes, 4 Goincil ſpall be calld twice in 
Tear thro'- every . Province, to diſcuſs Queſtions of th | 


Paſ d on à real Offender ; unleſa the Biſhop or the Couſ 
eil ſxid veiem and moderate their Cenſures. One Col 


that {ofemm Sacrifice © The'orher ſhall be held about Autu 
Thoſe who will have this Canon refer to the Cler! 
excluſive: of Biſhops, may read Du Pinne de antiq 
d Diſci e, 2. c. T. IX. in which he h 
adanrably well ſtared the judiciary Ae of t 
Church. 
We muſt obſerve Som this Canon, that no 1 
peal is here mention'd to the Prince or to the Pope. 
Thoſe who will have the Emperor to preſide on 
his general Council, Thould confder hat Of . 10 


1) Derhis qui mens privintur bre en Clero fi 
ex aico ordine, 53 pi [copis per unamquamque en 
'Fenvehtia 'regularis obrinest, ur hi qui abjiciuntur, ab all 


non *recipiantur, requiratur Dinas” ne puſilanimitate 


Congregatione Secluſus, ut hoc ergo Decentius inquita 
Placuir per unamquartique Provinciam bis in anno conc! 
celebrari, ut communiter omnibus ſimul Fpiſcopis cung! 

Siri Provinciæ, difeutiantur hujuſmodi Quæſtiones, & 
qui ſuo peceaverunt evidenter. Epilcopo excommunic 
iliter, ab omnibus feſtimentur, ufque quo vel 


commune, vel Epiſcopo placeat, humaniorem . pro tali 
, Concilia vero celebrentur. Unum 
ante quadrigeſimam Palcha, ut omni Diſſentione ſilbja 


.munvs offeratur Deo. propa, nne een 7 
pus dnl. Con. Nic. Con. 5, 
Aud 


e 0 
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ty the Preſident, and firſt ſubſcrib'd to the ſaid Council, 
IV tl f 


and the Emperors Name is not to be found in al! 
that Liſt. In ſucceeding Ages as I oblervid before, 


% the Emperors Hand ctepr into the Sub ription ber 


- 


'” evay fore all che" Biſhops:” But in Conf artine's Days the 
e Church had more Power chan to permit, and the 
rhe p Emperer more Modeſty ther to require it ro be done / 
1 P However, I think kus Wa ſufficient Argument tö 
le un prove, that Conſtamtine had no Eccleſiaſtical Share in 
of 19 thie Councik; for ſurely if he had he was not above 
una Tertitig his Hand thereto, GG WE nn. 
e Coli © Surely he did not act as Head of the Church, when 
ne Conf he” humbly ſtood: upon, his Legs, and wou'd not {it 
on vef down. ill the Biſhops had plac d themſelves in Theit 
Cen But to return to this famous Canon, the Queſtion 
antiꝗ is, whether it relates to Biſhops or not, when that 
h he 
3 of f 


is determin'd, another Queſtion ariſes, whether it is 
not obligatory at this. Day to the Church of Eng- 
und, and does not às much bind the Church às 
no I the Act for Triennial Parliaments do State. 
Pope. As to che firſt, I ſhall give you Du aun Words in 
ide ov the aforeſaid Treatiſe, as hear as I (A ember. 
ies ll ve grant that mention i here made only of the Cen- 
ſures of” Fer and Deacons ; we have mo Reaſon ro 
conclude the, manner of Epiſcopal Cenſures' to be different, 
becauſt no Exception of 11 Nature is ſo much as binted 
at m this Canon: Beſades, this Canon does not relate:t0 | 
ure of one Biſhop inflifted on 4 Lay-man or an 


Clero f. | 
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the” Cey 3» 
Eccleſiaſtick,, but to a ſolemm, Sentence of many Biſhops to- 
gether; de his qui Communione privantur ab Epiſco- 
Es per unamquamque Provinciam. i e. Thoſe who are 
 Excommuntcated by the Biſhops of the Province; which is 
uteri, different from that Epiſcopal Diſtrid, which ue 
AModerns term 4 Dioceſs ; tis likewiſe added, ut qui ab- 
jiciuntur ab alüs non recipiantur : Thiſe who are ſo Ex- 
communicated ſhall not be receivꝰd by others, i. e. by 6 05 
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in general, whether f ronoumc Coun- 
cil againſt either the Clergy or Lait: But a Biſhop is of 


hore > 
authoriſe thei. 
thev are 0 


ther Prowinces. This it th 
Words ; t herefire the Council 775 of Excommunication 
'd by. a Biſhop or by a Coun- 


the Boay of the Clergy, and he may be Excommunicated 
by a Synod. We have theref. re no Reaſon to diubt, that 
the Council in this Canon provided for the Puniſhment f 
Biſhops, as of the Inferiir Olergy\by a Syned. For in the 
firſt Place, the transferring the 1 gin Power of Biſhops 
over their Clergy to a Synod, created a  Dependance on 


45 


that Synod : Aud if this Synod had not a Power of cenſu- 


ring 4 Biſhop, ſuch a Biſhop was. cer! ainly unacc ount able. 
But Cuſtom can inform us, that Appeals are brought every 
Day from Biſhops to Provincial Synods. - 
Thus far Du Pinne for the preſent. The ſubſe- 
quent Decrees of Councils ſhall. be examin'd in their 
turn, which 1 do pot queſtion will entirely explain 
But whether it refers to Biſhops or no, it cannot be 
denied, that ic decrees Councils to be called twice a 
VV 
25 he Warrant of the Prince requird, to 

I Meeting. But by Virtue of the Canon 

ſig d to alſemble twice a year. 


: 


As our Church of Exgland has ſolemnly acknow- 


* 
" 


ledg d the Authority of the four firſt general Councils. 
That Canon of. the Council of Nice mult be obliga- | 


* 


Conſequently che Upper Houſe of Convocation are 
oblig d to meer twice a year, and to proceed to the 
cepoſing Delinquents, and ratify ing the Sentence of 
,, / ts 
If the General Council of Nice had Authority as 


ach in Articles of Fach, we are bound to fubmir © 


to ber Canons Nor can the Civil Conſtitution of our 


3 


ountry atkect che Validi'y of thoſe Canons in Rela- 
GE 20 DUTIES. {+ ah nn ee 1 
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For das N the Prince is HeaJ of the Church: 


This muſt be reſtrain'd to the Church in his own Do- 

minion, which Church is not Independant of other 
Parts of the Catholick Church: (For if it were, ge- 
neral Councils could have no Authority) conſe- 
quently the Laus and Canons of the whole Body 
muſt affect every Part thereof. 


No Man who has a Senſe of the une of Chriſt's 


" Church can pretend that it conſiſts of Independant 


Societies: Becauſe. it is all one continued Society 
whoſe, Members depend upon another. 

In ſhort, we are ſupported in this Notion by the 
Church of England, which has declar'd for. the Autho- 
rity of the four firik general Councils, and has ac- 


knowledg'd her Subjection to their Determinations. 


Conſequently our Convocations, (if we grant the 
Authority of the Council of Nice) is oblig'd by the 
rongeſt Ties to convene at Eaſter and Autumn; tho? 
Ten Thouſand Civil Mandates ſhould: forbid them. 
I argue only here from ſuch Conceſſions, tho I 
build nothing my ſelf confidently upon them. 
However, this is ſufficient to ſtop. the Clamours of 
ſome Moderns, who are continually ſtifling our Rea- 
ſon and our Senſe with AGs of Parliament, and the 


Power ofthe Prince in the Church, as tho they were 


ab olute: Whereas I have ſhewn them by the Con- 


Ceſſions of the ſame Authority, that there is a Power 


in the Church ſuperior to theirs, and Canons which 


neither a National Church nor a National Parliament | 


can repeal. 
Thus, if we grant the Aulhority of the ous firſt 


eneral Councils tis plain the Convocation: is o- 
blig'd to convene at the two above-mention'd Sea- 


ſons of the Year; and not only to meet but alſo to 


continue together till the Affairs of the Church are 


tranſacted, and all the debates concerning Jadicial 
Lenſures ary finally adjuſted. 
F 


( To 


3 
g = 
> 
Q : 
2» 3 Gee x % 
J 2 £5. oh : — 2 . 
1 1 PIO" "Ha JAE ” 
22 So oa an dl 2 wn bs 5 3 © tio 


22 
1 3 > 277 8 


36) 

(s)Toreturn. Athavaſius was tried before a Synod, 
for aiſuppo; Tem Portal Crime, and receiv d his Sen- 
tence of Depoſition from weir Mouths, and indeed 
if we examine, we ſhall find that the worſt Empe- 


rots for the moſt Part ed Synodically to 


deprive a Biſhop,”who tad the'Misforfune to be ha- 


ted by his Prince for s Virtues: A Synod Was ever 
recurr'd to, tho' pack d by the ci Power, on 
Purpoſe to ſuppreſs? Innocence and Integrity. 

( Lobſer vd before, that the Emperor labour d very 
hard with Athanaſius td hive Aria reſtor d to Com- 
munion, which the magnanimous Prelate poſitively 
refus d, nor cou'd the Regale get the upper han 
till the above · mentio d COuneileremovd to Feru- 
ſalem, iprocur'd Arias to be admitted to Communion, 

s to Atbanaſtus, he had both an Eecleſiaſtical an 
Temporab Pumſhment; for upon an Accufation 
brought againſt him, that he ſtay'd the Exportation 
of Corn from Al aandria to Conftantimophe : wy Em+ 

peror banifh'd- him into France. 


Au was not much the better for the Compli. 


ment pay'd him, by the 8ycophant Council; he 


came to Alexandria where he with difficulty fav d 
his Brains from being knock d out in the Streets, anc 
upon his return to Conſtantinople, the Biſhop of chat 
Place abſolutely rejetted Tim, and braved me Secu- 
lar Power! 7 
- mop hence I obſerve; Qi even a Synod can- 
ofe an Heretick upon a Catholick Commu- 
— for we find Alerander notwithſtanding the Ad- 
miſſion of Arius was attended with formal Regularity; 
did not think fit to pay any Regard thereto. 
Nor indeed can a general Council alter the Nature 
of Hereſy, or the Terms ve — Commiunion, 
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q (37) 
Ic Hereſy. | eſtabliſh'd by a Majority of Biſhaps; the 


outrötecd, atholicks are oblig d. to, withdraw. from 


q f Communion, becauſe tis ſinf and no human Ordi- 
4 4 | ance can change the eternal I. aws of good and * 
or ſuperſede a Divine Command. 
If an Heretick eſcapes tlie Puniſhment he 'wight $ 
juſtly. expect from a Synod, a Sentence is paſt upon 


15 In. Heaven he is cut off by his wn Act from 
| the Catholick Church, and we are to look upon 1 
as an. Excommunicated, Perſon. e 

If therefore the Biſhop of Ban ngor is guilty of tha 
© Hereſies laid, 5 his Charge, the Proroguing the Con- 
| Yocation,. with whatever view. it was done; does not 
| {pare | him from the Sentence paſs d upon him above, 
he eis in ſuch a Caſe Excommunicated in the Hearts 
of all Catholick Chriſtians, and the Biſhops and Laity 


in the Church of England: are oblig d to renounce 85 


him, and look upon him as an abandon d Heretick. 
I do not ſay, they are oblig'd. immediately to 

take ſuch meaſures : They are to try firſt the Regu- 

lar Eccleſiaſtical Way, and if that fails and proves 


ineffectual by any external Impediment, every Man 


has a. Court of Conſcience in his own Breaſt, which 


pore out the Heretick: And the Holy Spirit in the 


Nudes commands us to avoid him. 


is not my buſineſs to aſſert, that che Convocas 


tion was prorogu'd on purpoſe to ſcreen the Biſhop 
"uy Bangor, I only ſay that no, Power on Earth can 
Leeren an Heretick, ©; it cou d be. prov'd that he is 
ſuch: Every Biſhop i is oblig'd to charge both his Cler- 
ey add Lalty, not to communicate either with the 
| Fferetick or his Abetters; to receive no Letters diſ- 
millor from, him, nor to admit any of his Clergy 
- to officiate in che Dioceſe without a Purgation. 
® -Theſe ane the Methods, Biſhops inſpi pir'd with a 
eat far rhe-Cariolick Faith ought to purſue; and 
Fotherwiſe 2 betray the Depft tum 9 5 Hands. 
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CORY (33). 3 
But if the Cle: gy are ſo far loft, to al Senſe of 
Honour and Religion, as to neglect a Duty ſo incum- 
bent upon their Characters, Who call themſelves 
| Paſtors of Chriſt's Flock, Phe” Laity are oblig d in 
- Conſcience to deſert both Biſhops and inferior Clergy,: 
and keep themſelves from the Contagion. 
This is no more than the Reſult of the premiſes 


0 Pete laid down, and conſonant to the conſtant 


Practices of the primitive Chriſtians. 

We muſt obſerve in relation to the Regale, that 
it intervemd to puniſh an Heretick or deprive an 
Otthodox Biſhop; nd otherwiſe, than by influencing 
5 Synofs with other Power and Graridars/ Thus 
Pau Was remov'd from the See of Conſt antinople by 

a Synod, inflienc'd by Conft anti us. Nl 
| Nor did the Emperor at that time extend his Re- 
gale to nominate to the Spes of the depriv'd Bifhops 
| as particularly, the Synod at Antioch (a) chols 
| Sod ori Biſhop of Alecandria 1 in the Room of Atba- 
d (Þ) to Arbanaſiuss charge, that 
he entred upon 5 Church of Alexandria without 
Anchor ty from the Council. 
e) Paulis was alſo when opportunity offer", re- 
tor to Conſt antinophe Without conſulting Conſt antins. 
Gregorizs after he had been choſen by the Coun- 
cil was 147d aſide as unfit, and e Was fix q 
upon in his ſtead. ö 
They alſo Urte a Kere Letter to ꝑ Pope Julius 
for pretending to communicate with Athanaſites, bot 


tended to vacate their Decres, who*had-depriv'd 
him; nor was there one Word ' mention'd of any. 


ſhare the Prince had in the Story, or any Diſobe- 
dience of which bey had been guilty towards him, 
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umerable Inſtances of this Nature; may be 
id in thoſe turbulent Ages of the Church, 
the favour of the Prince was prefer'd do the 
de of God and of Religion. 
But in the midſt of theſe — in che Eaſt; 
omen tells us, that in the Weſt, where: che 
ch was regularly govern'd by free Councils, all 
zuiet, eaſy and undiſturb d. * 
) ACouncil was held at nin wih 5 | 


2 us, was not brought together upon the ac-! | 


t of any Mandate from the Emperor; but to 
ſs the ſereſy Arim had advanc d. 
t if we turn to the Eaſt; what Conſuſions Va- 


es and Schiſms happen every Day where Aria- 


prevaild, The Catholick Biſhops as the weakeſt; 
ſure to go the Wall. They were depriv'd, 

led, or what is worſe ſtarved; and all this was 
with the Pomp of Juſtice: The Lay- power was 
behind the Curtain; but the Deeds of Horror 
perform'd, upon the publick Stage of the md 
ccleſiaſticks. 

banaſius ſeem'd the only Eaſtern Biſhop; who 
ſtem the Torrent, which never carried — 4 
the Stream, tho? it dal d him often on the 
lenting Shore. 

ae Inſtance of bis Courage ought tobe tranſmitted 
rure Ages, that the Fame of this celebrated Ec- 
ſtick Hero may never die. 

no he had ſtruggled with all the Variety of harſh ; 
ane which could befal a ſecond Cato, and by the 
ation of Conſtars in the Weſt, had been reſtor'd 
lexandria : : (g) He immediately | exerted to 
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| Sozomen lib. 3» e. 20. 
diſcharge 
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pline thro? his whole Church! 'Nay he underſtood 


(4 


diſcharge the Duty of a Catholick Asp turmwd all 
che Hen Out of the Churches wherther they coHG f ef re feet 


be found, andi ſettled Uniformity of Faith and Difef. pafus, 4% 

| by the "ſolemn 
fo:wellthe Duty of aCatholick Biſhop; When Hereſy, Jer ba. Fat 
prevails, that he even went bey ond t 1e Limits of bis Lib.] Er, 


dum See. All thisqwas done in the Face of Conſt an- nd equal "0 


tius, Whoſe Power he brauwd, not but that he une fiffem: with 


derſtood the Duty of a Subjecb and SA Chriſtſah at ere that fur 


the ſame time; ſo true dic; this Latiti Motto belong if pronounced 


to:him! :; 10 80 Si Null illabatun erb, e iline, I ſha 
| Impaviduw' firiem Ruine. © | b one who has 

_. - Whatan Opportunity have we in this mee 70 Conſtant. 
make Chriſtianity — — would out Prelates ir 777 bim 
tate the Virtues of this grean Man. Finne uſtriouſly B. 
He after wards fell intb new Perfachitiois? The Lib. £7 
Emperor was his from Enemy, for no other Reaſon, mot ſee thro? 


but becauſ he was the only Clergy: man wh world Terror of the: 
not bend. 28201 34 f0 att ibe A 


i AChuritilwascalliiley Mile, whers be Biſhops _ Conſtant. 


only for ſpeaking in the behalf of rhat'glorjous Con-' If #197, Fear 4 
ſeſſor were bunith'd:Suctwas/theViolence and Op- Lib.) I me, 
preſſitwof thoſe times, dnd ſuch the Church æver muſt | G/ory of Go 

expett;apher her Sons-coutt the Favdlir of the State: the Principle 

Surely *tis Poſſible to ſerve our God and 'our King Conſtant 
a the ſume time: To the fieſt we have much grearer Council of I 
Obligations bott in Gratltude and Duty than to 4 Þ Lib.] W! 


mortal Man, who forgets from whence he came. 1 2 0 
To apply rhis more nearly to ene Confdentes' of and Inconſid 


| come Men: EſhallexhibirPart of a Dialogue between After ſo 


Conftantizs and Liber Riſnop of Roe, in Relation ſome preſet 
tothe. great Ghana, and tlie Nicene Faith, 'asTfind* I Do go Li 
it in-Fheozorer, (C) bat you alon 


Conſrant.] Ar you auf Chriſtian nll, 4 ; Biſhop of a6 dur [1p in Deſ en 


City F xls ou, wal be Leah dai of your o Be- Lib. My 
rene — ln 18 2) member Jo 
9 Theodoret lib. 2. e. 16 he of e el ves to 4 R 
| To this t 
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W - 


ED 
ro Pefett the Communtion of that wicked Man Atha- 
1s; aud N by the Opinion of the whole World, and 


e ſolemn Sentence of a Council to be worrhily puniſhed = 


is Fatuts. | 4 ad | RT e 
b.] Ercleiaftical Sentemers ought to be the moſt juſt 
equal F any in the World: Nor would it be incon- 
t with your Imperial Majeſty's Chat after, to takt 
that fuch a Sentence as is ſuſt ſhould be procured, and 
nounced according to the Forts of Eccleſiaſtical Diſ- 
e, I ſhall acquieſce thettin + But I cannit condenit 
pho Ban nat bad a fair and legal Tryal, 


onſtant.] The whole World have given their Opinion 


uſt bim, and approv'd the Cenſures which be in 
touſly has endeavour d to ſcreen himſelf from. 

b. J Thoſe who ſubſerib'd to bis Condemmnatiom, did 
te thro* the Fats, but were eir ber govern' by the 
r of their Prince, or led by their Ambition, or aſbam d 
# like Men of Honour and Courage. lan 
onſtant.] What do you mean by the Terms Ambi- 
Fear and Shame. 7 


b.)1 mean to laſh ſuch Men who prefer your Bribes tothe 


c God, and have unbeard and unſeen contrary tu 
'rinciples of Chriſtianity condemm d an innocent Perſon. 
onſtant.] He was condemn'd unanimouſly by the 
eil of Tyre where he was preſe rn. 
b.] When they paſt Sentence upon bim, they took 
mtage of his Abſence, to condemn him with Raſlmeſs 
Inconſideration. 1 


ſter ſome Interruption by the Impertinence of 


2 preſent, the Emperor replied. 


0 you Liberius bear ſuch a great Share in the World, 
you alone ſhould ſacrifice the Pence thereof in ſtanding 


Defence of 4 wicked Man. 


ib. My Cauſe is not the ore for being alone : Res 
ber three only could be found, who once oppos'd tbem- 


s to 4 Rojal Mandate. 
o this the Eunuch Euſebias replied. 
G 


p PET —— ———— ——— ———_— 


gs 


ET 

- Do you compare our Emperor to N ebuchadonozor. 
Lib. ] Far be this from my Thoughts. But you are 
guilty of an equal Temerity in cundemning a. Perſon upon 
hom no legal Sentence has paſſed: But tis my Opinion 
that there (hiuld be 4 freſh Subſcription to confirm the 
Nicene | Faith : That our Brethren unjuſtly depriv'd 
ſhould be reſtor d to their Sees, and that thoſe who have 
raiſ d theſe Tumults ſhould give ſome proof of their Ortho- 
dox Principles. Then we will unanimouſly repair. to 
Alexandria,.. where upon an impartial hearing of the 
Plantiff and Defendant, we may give a juſt and rigbi- 
eous Sentence. Ls 
10 this Epictetus replied. e 

The Difficulty of providing publick Carriages for fo 
many Biſhops, renders the Attempt impratticable. 
- | Lib.]-Such @ publick Expence is not ſo entirely neceſ- 
Jor : The Church is able to ſend ber Biſhops to the Sea 
Side. . 725 1 
J this Conſtantine in ſhort replied, there lay no Ap- 
peal from that Council in which he was condemn'd, and 
that as to bis Behaviour to his Prince he had been an 
Eternal Rebel, and that himſelf would exchange bis Vis 
Fories over Sylvanus and \'agnentius, for the Satis- 
Faction of bawing bim depriv/d; to which Liberius made 
this Reply. VVV 5 | 

Let not Eccleſiaſtical Perſons dedicated to the Service 
of God, be made the Inſtruments of Secular Revenge. Re- 
ſtore the depriv'd Prelates to their av ag Sees, and if it 
ſhould be found that they have embrac'd the Nicene 
Faith : Then let them unanimouſly provide, fer the Peace 
of the Church, and the Vindication of injur'd Innocence. 

Conſtant.] I can only deſire you to conſult your own 
Peace and the' Reſtoration to your Country, by ſubſcribing 
and coming into the Communion of the Church. 
Lb.] I have bid farewel to my Brethren at Rome, 
and pay more Regard to Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline than to 
4 Place there. | | > 
Nd, The | 


IC | 


. (8) ; 

The conſequence of this Heroick Fortitude was 
to be baniſh'd : A poor Revenge upon a Man of Vir- 
tue and good Senſe, whoſe Country is the World, and 
whoſe Native Soil is the Ground on which he treads. 

However, this Baniſhment.was not reliſh'd by the 
Flock: Conſt antins about two Years after coming to- 
wards Rome ; The People repair'd to him, and defir'd 
him to recal their Paſtor Liberins, and reſtore him to 
his deſerted People. 

The Emperor told them, they had no occaſion to 


complain of ſuch a want, while they were ſupplied 


with a Man worthy of that Poſt; (viz. Felix the 


Deacon) to which the People replied, that none of 


the Orthodox would enter into the Church of Prayer 


along with him. (i) 


Upon this, the Emperor would have Comprimis d 
the Matter by calling back Liber ius, and dividing the 
the See between him and his Rival: The latter Pro- 
poſal Was rejected with Scorn. The People upon 
reading the Emperors Letters cried out () one God, 
one Chriſt, one Biſhop; then Liberins was reſtor d 
and Felix withdrew. a 

I conclude from henee, that the Naur, Power 


9 a Biſhop reſided in a Council, and that when 


the Emperor pretended to puniſh Eccleſi aſtical Per- 
ſons with civil Penalties: The Church look'd upon 
em as not affected in their Spiritual Characters. 

Tins Dialogue is ſo plain and evident Inſtance there- 
of that nothing can be more full: The Emperor him- 
ſelf did not inſiſt upon the Regale; bur the Sentence 
of the PR and Liverius would: not agree to chat 
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(44) 
Sentence; becauſe the Council was not free,-- but 
aw'd by the Emperors Influence, and the Biſhops were 
either corrupted by Ambition, or tainted with Hereſy. 
We fee plaiply ſuch Perſons are not competent 


| Repreſenters of the Catholick Church, 


Therefore, provided the Biſhop of Bangor i is ſuch 
an Heretick, as he is ſuppos d to be by ſome People 
who have open d upon him lately with full Mouths. 
The Archbiſhop would be juſtified: for the future in 
excluding. him from the Convocation, who haye at 
leaſt as much Right to puniſh their own Members, as 


an Houſe of Lords and Commons to puniſh theirs. 


Nay, the Convocation in ſuch a Caſe. is oblig d to 
ſeclude ſuch Heretic ks; nor can it properly be call'd 


a Convocation of the Church of a. while 
known Heretic kss ſit : therein. 


Becauſe to allow. them. to. fit in an Eccleſiaſtical 
Synod, is Equivalent to. receiving them into Com- 
munion. Tis the higheſt Acknowledgment of their 
being Members of the ſame Church, and the moſt 
evident Marks of Fellowſhip, .. For it is not to be 
ſuppos'd, that in à Council of War, the Enemy is 
called in.to-coniult the proper Diſpoſicions of the 


Army to march, retreat or engage; So can any one 


think an Heretick is a. fit, Perſon to conſult, how to 


promote the Cauſe of Religion. 


This leads me to an Obſervation concerning the 
Diſpute about the Council of Trent : The Proteſtants 
treated in Relation to ſending thither their Depuries, 
and if they could. haye had any Hopes of not being 


out : voted without Diſpute; they would not have 


ſcrupled the ſame. However, it was a ridiculous 


Requeſt on the ſide of the Proteſtants to ak, and it 


would have been more ridiculous in the other to 
grant; either one Side or other could have no Right 
to ſit in a general Council; and the Proteſtants by 


falling to be ws gare too large a Scope 5 
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our external Actions.digjoyn'd from the Concurrence 


Cas) 


the Papiſts of Triumph, But the other Party were 
more cunning, they hamper'd em with ſuch Terms 
as made them no better than Criminals at the bar; 
upon which the matter came to a fruitleſs End. 
| deliver my Opinion that tis abſurd, rhat Biſhops 
of declar'd different Communions ſhould fir: in the 
ſaine Synod; and tis equally the ſame, when tho 
the Communion is kept up; ſome are but occaſional 
Conformiſts, and tell the World, they are in their 
Sentiments utterly oppoſite to the Communion to 
which they profeſs themſelves to belong; becauſe 


of our Reaſon and. inward Opinion of things; are only 


to be look'd upon as brutal and mechanical, or at 
| leaſt. they have. no Relation to Religian; 


1 conclude therefore, that none ought to fie in 
"> gg Wand, who are Enemies to the Carkolick 
al | 
(1), The ſame Church has alſo an Inde; nden 
Power of reconciling Penitents; of this we have an 
undoubted Inſtance from the Council of: Arimi- 
num, the Biſhops of which Council in their Epiſtle 
to Conftantius acquaint. him, that Urſacizs and Valeng 
had recanted their Opinions, and renounc*d:their He- 
reſy ; upon which they were receiv'd into Commu: 
nion again, . altho' they Apoſtatiz d afterwards. - 
They moreover, demanded of the Emperor, chat 
he would reſtore the baniſh'd Biſhops to their Sees, 
which for want of their lawful Paſtors were deſtirute. 
is they moſt vehemently urg'd in their Letter; 
and upon receiving no ſatisfactory Anſwer, they ſent 


bim another. more preſſing Exhortation to comply 
with their Demands, 
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hand 
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e About the ſame time a Couneil of 90 Biſhops 
was held at Rome, in which they vigorouſly aſſerted 
their Right to correct wrong Interpretations of Scrip- 
tures; and fo redac'd the miſtaken to a true Senſe 
* Religion, at which time they condemn'd Auxentius. 

On the other ſide, when Conſtantine exerted the Se- 
8 Arm and baniſn d Meletizs, as an Heretick, who 
was Orthodox: (which is very common when Here- 
tical Emperors Reign) The People paid no regard to 
that (=) Sentence, but ſeparated from the Arians, and 
repair'd to a Church by themſelves.. 

From wherce I conclude, that the Diviſions of 
Hereticks, have no Influence upon the Catholick 
Church. 

Thus ood Alas in „nee « Reign. When the 
Regale cou'd not get a Synod on its fide, Baniſh- 
ments, Confiſcations and Death, were the Lay-puniſh- 

ments adapted to the Clergy. But when Synods ac- 
cording. to the Emperors Mind cou d be procur d, the 
Formality of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures was ſtrictly pre- 
ſerv'd, and what they calbd the Church, ſeem d to 
have a Right to ſome Privileges of an extraordinary 
Nature, and the Defender of the Faith would per- 
ſwade ſome Fools, that he anſwer'd his Title: But 
When: lntereſt began to Claſh, and the' Church had 
different Views from the prince; then the firſt Princi- 
ples lay open naked to the Eye, the Temporal and 
Eccleſiaſtical Powers ſeparated, and convinc'd Man- 
kind, that the Union Was nmiturar and not calculated 
to laſt long. - 

That which will cure an Agne bares, otherwiſe 
brings the ſame b ns the Patients; the Re- 
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(m) Theodoret lib. 2. c. 22. 
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pale may in a proper Seaſon well applied, extinguiſh 


Ps a growing Hereſy, But the ſame Hand which in a | 

d Garden may pluck up a Weed, may alſo root up a N 
„Flower, if ic be miſchievouſſy inclin d. | 

ſe I am ſure, thoſe who arè more nearly concern'd ö 

5. in the Care of this Garden, ought not to ſuffer their a] 

E tender Plants to be deſtroy'd by the Raſhneſs, Igno- | 

0 rance or Malice of thoſe, who are not qualified for | 

2 that purpoſe :. I only ask whether it is fair, that a 

0 Knife which cuts my Victuals, ſhould cut my Throat. 

1d If the Secular Arm can when call'd in prevent a 

# Storm, tis no Reaſon, the ſaid Power ſhould raiſe a 

of Tempeſt to overturn the Church; at leaſt, every Man ' 34 
ck in his Poſt, ought to endeavour to preſerve the ſink- '1\ 
ing Veſſel. Lo e 1 N = 
he Y To return to matters of Fact, Valens who follow'd +8 
h- Conſt ant ius Steps, baniſh'd Meletius of Antioch, Euſe- | 8 
h- bius of Samoſata, and Pelagius of Laodicea: But how- FI 
c- ever, this was not ſuppos d to include a Deprivation, = 
he nor were their pretended Crimes thought Cognizable 0 
e- in the Temporal Courts; it was by Stratagem Ewſe- 1 
to bius Was taken from his Flock, and even aſter that of 
ry T heodoret tells us, the intruding Biſhop was look'd 4 
r- upon with an evil Eye; he was a Biſhop by him iN 
ut ſelf; the meaneſt Mechanick would not come to his 1 
ad Prayers, nor even waſh his Hands where the Biſhop ” 
Ci # had been before; (c) yet could they find no Fault 8 
nd with his Life and Converſation, which was ſtrictly re- 7 
in- gular and ſevere. Thus by continual Affronts and 69 
ed Slights they hunted him from the Place, and a worſe 1 
58 came into his Room, who ſupported by the State, 4 
iſe ſent many of the faithful People into Exile. | 1 
e- 1 N „ 10 
X (o) Theodoret lib. 4. C. 12. 13. 14. 3 * 
e- C) Eis ennanomagiy (ui dog dpixer (CU. ib. f 
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Another Inſtance not very cortetn ptible decurr d 
at that time, one Darſas Biſhop of 84 was depriv'd 
by /alevs, who was refolv'd to reduce the People to 
his Meaſures by: Violence; for this End, be ſent his 


| : Soldiers to beat them into a Senſe of his Re ale; buta 
- Zealſhin'd forth in thoſe Days unknown to latter Ages: 


They were all prepar'd for Martyrdom, and rather 
choſe to die, than ſubmit to an unjuſt Power. Amongſt 
the reſt, Ewlog ius a'Presbyrer of Note, was command- 
ed by the Ia to communicate with the Em- 
peror, to which Demand he made this facetious Re- 
ply; what is the Sacerdotal Dignity annex d to the 
Purple; and told him withal, he had a Biſhop who 

was the Centre of Unity to him, and with him alone, 
he would Communicate. This brisk Anſwer brought 
4 Secular Storm upon the Head of himſelf, and of his 
Brethren, who were baniſh'd in Troops to remote 


Countries to bewail the Misfortunes of the Church, 


and the Diſtractions the Regale had made. 
St. Baſil withſtood a Storm of a different Nature, 


his Reputation was too great to be eaſily overturn'd, 


and the beating of Tempeſtuous Seas would make no 


Impreſſion upon the Firmneſs of a Rock which could 
never be ſhaken, therefore another Method was pur- 


ud. | Afodeſtns the Emperors Lieutenant, was ſent to 


invite the Reverend Prelate to communicate with Eu- 


doxivs, and to tempt his Integrity with ſuch Promiſes; 
as would almoſt ſhake ſome Modern Divines; he re- 


turn d them as ſcornful an Anſwer as their Solicita- 
tions were Impertinent, and gave them to underſtand, 


he tool it very unkindly, that they ſhould preſs him 


with ſuch Arguments, as were calculated only for 
School Boys, and not for a Perſon converſant in ſacred 
n. and the Oy of Divine and Noble Truths. 
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- 6 gane, A fag bots che bt Sade, 
and the Pr 7785 dence of om the Second z.for 


when the ror Was about to OR: the War- 
rant for His Baniſhment,, the Hand which-reftraing 
the, Wrath of Kings, ſiruck rhe Ang e de with 
* Fe off which prevented: the N 19 80 he deſign d, 


kgs him time to repent, of his Follies; and thus 
% | 


M eſcap d from the imminent, D Ne in which 

he Was }involvd, . 3 5 41 OS 
Peter who ſictebde? the great A 1 8 
re he was warm in his See, Was e 
State and 2 e Lucius fro rc 


the 1 Waeing TOE d ee 's +> 5A 
deſerted the Churches, and walk'd in the old Paths. 


G5) Theſe were the times in which the Regale flou- 


riſh'd, times which would make any Heart bleed, 
Who kad the leaſt Senſe, either of the Honour of 


Witlr all their Varieties of Horrour, in Tacoduret lib. 4. 
c. 20. The Temples profan'd, and the Preferments 
of the Church given to abandon'd Prieſts, Were the 
happy Conſequences, of the Princes interrupting the 
Calm and Tranquility ; of the Chufcg. 
Having thus given a sketch of the Emperor Palens 
Reign, and how firmly the Catholick Biſhaps aſſert- 
ed their Judiciary Powers: I ſhall carry. my 12 


into the Calms of Tbeodoſta s Reign, when the Prince 


was good Natur d and Religious at the lame time. 


* «ay * 
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lt) The Council df Conſtantinople, which was the ſe- 
cond General Council, deposd "Maxim Biſhop of 

Conſtantinople, and interdicted him the Church. 
In this Council, the above: mentiom d Nicen Canon 
was confirm'd in theſe Words. 
In Relation to Government, we muſt have due 
Reſpect to the Decrees of the Miene Council ; that 
the Adminiſtration of the Affairs of every Province, 
ſhall belong to the Provincial Synod. This is a ſuffi- 
cient Illuſtration of the Nicene Canon, that Biſhops 
were therein included, becauſe they muſt undoubt-, 
edly be included here, unleſs the Puniſhment of a 
Biſhop is an Affair of no conſequence. | () 
Du Pinne, has given us in his Book de Antiqua Ec- 
cleſiæ Diſciplina, the Interpretation of the African Fa- 
thers of this Canon, in their Epiſtle to Celeſtine thus. 
With all due Reſpect to your Reverence, we humbly 
beg, that you will not receive thoſe into your Commu» 
mon, who' haue been ejected from ours: Becauſe we 
bumbly preſume, that the Council of Nice had fully de- 
termin d that Caſe; for tho" that Council ſeems to ſpeak 
more particularly in Relation to the inſeriur Clergy and 
Laity : Tbe ſame Reaſon bolds equally ſtrong, that Ex- 
communicated Biſhops, ſhould not he receiv'd raſhly by 
your Holin'ſs ; becauſe no Decree of any Council biberto, 
have favour d ſuch a Diminution of the Privileges of our 
Church, and the Nicene Decrees "have Subjected as well, 
Biſhops, as the Inferior Clergy to their Metropolit ans; 
they 7 ntly foreſaw, that the Holy Spirit of God, 
would nat be mann in Provincial Synod, . dar- 


n 
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(i) Theodorer lib. 8. . 
(u) Manifeſtum namque eft quod per ingylas quaſque 


_ provincias Piovincialis Synodus adminiſtrare & gubernare 
omnia debeat Secundum quæ ſunt, in Nicæna definit, Conc. 


Conſt. Can. 3. r 
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as 4 uld offer.” * M 
- | He cites alſo ven Fpiſtle to ene, tothe Pos" =. 
ame urpoſee. 3 

In "ky the unanimous Conſent ? the ſucceeding 7 _ 


Councils and: Fathers, are the beſt Commentaries 
upon the Nicene Canon, and the Inſtances already 
g - produc'd, are ſufficient to decide the Controverſy. 4 
| (x) Fobn Chryſoſtome in the Reigns of Honorius and 1 
Areadiar, was appointed to be a Victim to a Wo- 4 
- man's Revenge; 4 Council was pack d by the means 
of his grand Enemy Theiphils, ()) conſiſting even of 
thoſe Biſh9ps himſelf had depriv'd, the reſt were either 
ſummon'd by the Emperor or by Theophilus. (*) St, 
 Chryſoftome behav'd himſelf as one who paid no great 
regard to the Regale, and leſs to the Synod, againſt 
whoſe Authority he objected: That the Synod was 
not large enough to try him, and was moreover 
ſtord with his eternal Foes, who had unanimouſly 
conſpir'd his Ruin: He was reſolv'd to appeal to a 
general Council, and to ſubmit to no Trial, if he 
could not confront his Evidence, and have the Li- 
7 very of making his own: Defence. , 
is I Tobſerve from hence, that he had no Notion chat 
1 2 he Emperor could take Cogrizance of his Caſe, for 
| then there could be no Objection againſt the Synod, 


\ ff which acted by his Authority, and a great many 

: of whoſe Members, were attually ſummon'd by, him 

15 to Chalcedon. 

. (.) St. Chryſo en was depos d and baniſh'd, but 

od a; the Tumults of e e common 3 riſing to 
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d enter the City, "ill he 


finger: wo Ca EY OE the Syn 9 
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be reſtor d; he lodg'd in the. N 
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cate with him: However, they. proceeded upan is 
former Sentence, and anly demanded. of hen, why 


after being depos d by a Synod. he preſumnid to main- 
tain the Polleſſion of his See. Upon this, he praduc d 
2 Liſt of thoſe Biſhops who communicated with hun, 

after that Synod had paſt Sentence; which weremore 
275 thoſe who had condemn d him, which by the 
Canons ought to put a. bar to his Depoſition, but he 
was not heard. The Canon was alledg'd to be made 
by the Arian, to ſhift. off the Puniſhment due «> 
their. Crime? when Fortune ſhould reduce them as 
low as they had been high bers. 

Power of depriving. ar ocherwiſe cenfuring Sſhops, 
this Diſpute was appeal d to; nar any Allegation in 
PreJudice of Synodical Trials ſo much as hinted ar, 


77ͥͤ ĩͤ KK 
„Iz not te my purpoſe, w inſiſt upon St. Cbry- 
Joſtome and his Flachs behaviour: becauſe the DE 
pure Was not. between the Regale and the Church, 
but a Diſpute in the Church irſelf, wherber the Bye 
nod af che Oak was a lawful Synod or not? How- 
ever, we have gather d from this famous Inſtance, 
Enough tor our purpoſe. wiz. The Emperor at that 
time, could not pretend to any judicial Power over 
2 Biſhop, but ths was intirely inveſted; in a Synod. 
_ , @QWemay l wich farther Inſtances, from 
the general. Council of Fpheſw; in which Neforins 
e Yd, before. the Emperer knew any thing 
dne ter. | | | . 
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bo Con. Chalced. Cc. 16, 


(194) _ 


In che Conteſts concerning the Fi, the 


Biſhops depri d by Dioſcorus were reſtor d by the 
Council ot Chalcedon, and Dioſcorus was depriv'd by 
the; ſame Council / without d the N of the W= 


7 Ibo 1 mult confeſs, the Emperor was generally 


us d with ſo much Civility,' as to be acquainted with 
what was done, and his Approbation was 'defir'd.; 
But if he would not grant the ſame, there was na 


Redreſs on his Part but flying to the Regale, ba- 


niſhing the Biſhops, and makin; B the molt dreadful 
: Harock in the Church | 


But however, theſe Actions cannot affect Chri- 
Aignity + ; her Powers have been fix d by. general 


Councils, and the fifth Nrceve Canon from time to 
8 time, by ſucceſſive Councils has been explain d. 


The fourth general Council of Chalcedon avs, 


that Biſhops Quarrels ſhall be decided by a Provin- 
cial Synod; Metropolitans* by the Primate of the 
Dioceſe, or by the Patriarch (g) of Conſt aminople. * 


The Emperor in Relation to judiciary Cauſes is 


not ſo much as thought upon nor regarded. 


As to Imperial Reſcripts, I look upon. them as 


urjuſtifiable Parts of the Regale. However, they 
never extended ſo far, as to give the Emperor a 


Power to determine upon an Eccleſiaſtical Affair; 
but only to move the matter to be diſcuſs d by e an 


higher Synod: This was call'd Rerract atio. 


Perhaps ſome will ſay, this is making too dee 


| with the Rights and Privileges of the e which | 


5 | . 2 R we NEE OY I" - oy rats WY = PR. 
— — — — — — — — — 
* 9 EFY 44 4 6 }> 
(Cf) TY lib. 2. C. 3. 4. 


(s) Liceat eis qui le dixerint læſos propterea mo vere 
apud Synodum Provinciæ certamen, fi quis vero putaverit 
ſe a proprio Metropolitano gravari apud primatem Dioce- 
ſeos ut apud Conſtantinopolitana eivitaiſs fedem Wat 


£49) 


Lam very ready to grant, but the Primitive Cliti- 
ſtians pay d ever the greateſt deference to their Prin- 
ces, and did not care to call Councils wichout their 
Conſent, unleſs the Church was in real Danger: 
It was by Reaſon therefore of this ſnare the Empe- 
ror. had in calling Councils, that theſe Retractations 
took place Which had a miſchievous Effect aſter- 
wards in the Weſtern Churches, and gave an oppor- 
tunity to the ron to 'evarger his Patriarch Do: 
minions e 
But ſuch Reſcripts have been diſcourag'd. i in fe | 
Church, as Du Pinne obſerves om the #3 en of 
the > Conſtantinopolitan Council. | 
© If the Provincial Biſhops are {make to n an „ | 
“ Offender, thena greater Synod ſhall be recurr'd to. . A 
And if any ſhall condemn the Decrees, and ſhall ” 
« either appeal to the Secular Power, or in contempt | 1 
ol the Biſhops of his Dioceſe ſhall appeal to an uni- V 
6 verſal Synod; ſuch a Perſon ſhall by no. means be | "1, 
et encourag d. 5 1 
ö However, this power ol Radon was n th. 3 
by the Council of Sardice to the Pope, which ſhews | 1 
they did not lock upon it as an inſeparable _Preroga- 3 
tive ng the Supream Power. It may alſo be ſupposd | Wet 
the. Emperor wou'd have found aut a Puniſhment 
equal to a Premumire, if the Biſhops had ſuffer d much ö 
a notorious Infraction of their Rights. 5 | Id 
I I would have the Reader carefully diſtinguiſh „ 1 
e | Retractation from an Appeal, becauſe a moſt | impor YL 
h tant matter depends upon that Diſtindtion, „ 
I An Appeal is transferring, a Cauſe from a lower WT 1 
5 Court, to a Superior oe!; | 
_ A Retrattion. is only recommending a Cauſe to a 
re N Superior Court to be tried. | 5 { 
111 Appeal therefore to an Emperor, ſuppoſes 1 iN 
ge- that he i is a beer Power | in DOR W. . | 
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in a Rema chaten is only a Petition of dv bal 
roy (or any other Power to whom it is gfaritet) 
tw Stperior Sn tes wry tte ease 

b have mitted che more upoß this Topiek, be- 
canſs' it rarhes' Wesers chan confiritts! the Power 'o 
the Pyince im Beeſeffaſtical Affairs: If we confider” 


chur che only Power in Ecclefiiffical Hiſtory, which 
lobe Nee an appeat to che Emperor, Was auer d 
by's Couneit; to u Riep of Ram. i, e 

Thus have I gone paſt the four firſt i un 
cit; and Here 1 half op; becauſe 1 am got to that 
onrenie-/ ofitimhe, wfiücir the Chtirefr of England al- 
lows to be Primitive; and has obſig c Herſelf to obferye | 
_this Carions' of the CRurch in thoſe' Ages. 

1 leave to the Readers impartial View, beter 
due Nichts of the Churcli'fo far have not been — 
4 cn to tits underftanding- | 

Amal beg leave to make dis Ayph zation to the 
Church of England ne 

I do not in the leaſt concern my el iy ths 
ien of rhe King's Sepremacy in general: But 
Frhiink we ought to examine im what this Supremacy 
_ conſiſts; and to exphin” and qualify” ie in fuck a 
Lene, chat ir may not clieak inoffenſive People. 

k cantive meart an abſohüte Supremacy over the 
Church of England; in Relation to Her 


in her fei as a National Church: | 
- Fay, the muſt be confider'd'as'a Branch of the 

| Carholick Church; which' is one Body conſiſting of 
mary Members dipers d over the World: The Re- 
preſentative of the Church is a general Council to 
whoſe Peeiſtons every National Church is as much 
oblig d to ſubmit, as Corporations” are oblig d to 
Keqdieſce in the Determinations: of an Englifh Par- 
liament in our Kingdom : Any other Supremacy is 
2 contrary to the Laws of Chriſt, and the 
TRE Inſticucion | 


on the Catholick CHuren. But only”: as Confider's 122 


"1 4 270 | 

Inftinition of his Kingdom ; which is ſo-contriv'd 
as to conſiſt of ſeveral United, National Churches, 

as the States of Holland are at this Day united in their 
Political Form of Government. Therefore were dur 
Acts of Parliament more expreſſive than they are in 
Relation to the Regal Supremacy; they cannot pre- 
ſcribe to that Part of the Catholick Church which is 
nat ſubject to England, any more thag the Parlia- 
ment of England can Reibe to the Parliament: of 
Paris. The Queſtion therefore only remains, whether 

the four firſt general Councils can oblige us equally 
this Day ZI think. it is little to be queſtion d, that if 
they oblig d our Fathers, they oblige us in the ſame 
manner, till another general Council ariſes, whi ich 


repeals the Acts of the former. 
llt we deſtroy this mutual Dependaney, we folit 
. the Chriſtian Religion into many diſtin; and inde». 
* pendant Societies. But even here wwe muſt have cer- 


tain Limits, Which determine the Bounds of each 
Society, as the Egyptian, when their Lands were 
overflow'd by the Nile, by the help of Geometrical 
Rules, could, when the River retreated, find the di- 
ſtinct Portion of Land which belong d to each Per- 
ſon: So ought we to have ſome general Rules to ſind 
odut our Church, and its preſcrib'd Bounds, either 
in her proſperous or perſecuted State. In her proſ- 
I éperous State, according to the Rules, ſome Men have 
laid down, | ſhe may perhaps be eaſily ſound, Tur 
in Times of Perſecution, . thoſe Land- marks are de- 
ſtroy d. There are no Criterions left to judge where 
we ſhall find the Church of Chriſt; for if being of the 
National Eſtabliſh'd Church, is che only, or the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing Criterion of the Church of Chriſt, when 
thas wane is taken EO a is 1 ine 


FL —_— " : 0 q « wt 4. p 5 N 0 1 £ 4 0 « 
* '® 5 : 6 % 7 2 : FP. 3 6 . . #4 4 
: J 1 . } uy * 
. * 1 LE. | 3 . ; 4 We 
r > be | 52 1 0 
3 4 » 
* * 5 
, . i g 7 
"OT ö 2 10 * 29.4 —— 
8 
1 5 
* 
. 3 8 
SD an . þ 
*. 
* 


I 
"wx — - 

* 4 = = - "WF wo = - — * —— 

W R 5: — A — : 8 , - * . — = 4 

hun. 2 e by p Dan c HSE"? * r = 1 * a — — 
— * 2 = £ = 94 * * * . 5 8 5 
„ ay "RES : 8 J 2 8 ba oy . N 
= * ; * 42 121 — 2 , ax} - 
+ bs * - A * * 4 * * Pp l 8 1 = — 7 * * 5 1 7 a 2 


— 


— 


— —— — \ 


— 


— A —= 
> ood. — 
3" * 5 
N 
p 4 2 r > 
£ bx" Fre * Pi 
"x 5 — r 
* 1 2 


2 


— — 
— — — 4 
V TOTS TOO 


r — 


_y 
— — bu p_ w* 
* — — — © 4 — 8 
: * 2 e 
— CS Y 
: * * > 2 * a \ N - 2 r . p 0 2 7 Hs. 5 ; I * * 3 * 
— 1 * : 4 "F * * * 9 2 2 #* * 5 * * 8 - 2 51 * = 5 * 9 * 2 hy wm 
„ * 4 , : » 4 i = - * A - - 3d - f + on N , , 
. . * 3 * 5 « AE ws ei - 5 Ba Bo. £8 22 F I» ie F4 * yi 2 * Y n 7 Y * iy 
> - : I - — * — A * — 2 — * — * 18 1 p * „ . = i - x 
—— — * a 2 — + 2 LY 528 LES 9 * 1 N — ha, - P a — — 4 a Iv 3 — * AY Þ p - * 4 og.” i * 4 ; 
- > 5 8 Go N 1 „ 5. * ey V . 2 <4 { = Ts - * * Sy 1 * 8 1 oo — 0 ö ' 5. — 
r . be. ED .. £ 8 2 — 2 Saad. * = | £3 F 5 - * r rn 7 2 * 
k 9 S k Ea A mag g —— — r - ; \ = 2 *,_——— = y 
6 * :, - p 4 * | — "wh 
= — : . . 5 
Lb — ” a * * — * 
5 - 3 Pars, - 
- . —& 3 * 
F = ” * 
— n 
— - * . 4 5 bn, 
— 1 
F 4 w_— 
$ 


£9 99 a? 
ty r 


W at 


* 


n * a _—_ ; 
—— —— — 


3 
— 
— n — 


- 


— — 
2 


— 
— 


= 
\ 

5 

wy 


turd or còmrary 


to have an entire Dioceſs within the Marches of Eug- 


„ 


538) 


We muſſt thetefore ſurely grant, that the Church 


has other Manks by which ſhe may beknown.. 


_ ::2 we recur to the firſt Inſtitution of Dioceſts, nnd 


the Partitions of Eccleſiaſtical Government, we ſhall 


ind no Notion: of a National Church to have pre- 


Kail d. Aehandfn of Ales nudris extended his Epif- 


copal Powers to the Ines, to Blaces not ſubject to 
his aun 1 JE if his Prince was abſolute 
Supream Head, Ach 
_ Powerhe exercis'diover: — Aar from the Purple, 


which would involve the: Ba:b4rians in the 


macy of the Emperor of Conftaxtinople. But this s 


contrary to tlie-Hypor beſas. 1” 
1. Irs evident * chat he —* afts 


by anothers Authority, does not in chat teſpect act by 
Bis own. Anda Anbamſu had no Independant Autho- 
rity, he muſt act by another; and conſequently ue run 

into this Poſition, that a Prince of one National Church 


may claim Suptemacy over another, wich is ab- 
to the e, that National 
Churches are Independant. 
Iwill only ſuppoſe Scotland and Es 


glad Indepen- 
dant Kingdoms, and engag d in continual Wars againſt 


each other. I will alſo ſuppoſe a Biſhop of Canliſte 


land: But the Scots by force of Arms in a juſt and 
righteous War ſeiae upon Part of the Engliſh Domi- 
nions within the Limits of this Dioceſs. Query, what 
Relation theBiſhop of Carliſle has to that Fart of the 
Dioceſs ſeiz?dby the Scots, and which becomes their 
own by Ws! Law of Arms, an e N Decree of 


en to the Notion of the King 8 abſolute 
e he can only act as a Bifhop by Conimiſ- 
ſion from the King, and in purſuance of chis, ſome 


| 2 


Biſhops in England have taken out ſuch Commiſſions; ; 
| on the King's Commiſſien coud not impower him 


E F Ot Nan — 3 


to act in che other Part of the Dioceſs belonging, to 


2 


53 


the Scots by the Hypatheſes, viz. that Nato 
Churches are 4 «3-4 it remains, that the Rela- 


tion ceaſes between him and that Parr of his Flock. 


But if I put the Caſe, that the Scott are either Par 


gans or Presbyterians, if the firſt; that Part of the ha: 


ceſs is left deſtitute” of the common: Offices of the 
Chriſtian Religion; and if the latter, they aredepriv'd 


77 ET 51 


The Conſequences of either are e fatal to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion and contrary to the Commiſſion of our 
Saviour, Go teach all Nations; for Teaching is an Au- 
thoritative Act, and derived from the Commiſſion gi- 
ven by. our bleſſed Saviour to his Apoſtles Independ- 


dantly of the State. But if this cannot be granted, 


which it will not by ſome: Men, I would ask in what 


manner all Nations ſhall be caught; for an Indepen- 


dant Nation cannot exerciſe an WMabgritaeie AX | 
over. another. 


From hence 1 conclude, that chere are Catholick 
Powers independant of the State, 5. e. all ſuc 
Powers as are neceſſary for propagating the Goſpel 
in all Parts of the World, and preſerving the ſame 


when tis done. The Catholick Church has alſo 
Power to Treat and Debate upon ſuch Meaſures as 


may preſerve an Harmony between every N 6 
of the ſaid Church; to puniſh the Refractory at 


Diſobedient, and to maintain Unit of. Fail 5 2 7 le | 


For this purpoſe [general Councils: met, as 4 
Repreſentatives of the Catholick Church to repreſs 


the firſt Efforts of Hereſy in their Birth, and to make 


Creeds, which are Teſts upon Men to try "Ago 


they agree in the ſame Faith with the Church. 


'» 


But when the Powers of the ſaid Church Vere | 


interrupted by the Exorbitance of the Regale, or the 
2 Ulur⸗ 


3 — 


at leaſt of the Epiſcopal Form of. Church Govern- 
ment. 


— 


(66). 
Uftrpations of the Popedom; then he was divided, 
diſtracte1 and torn. The Weſt ſeparated from the Eaſt; 
only upon a Contention abour Puppers, and the true 
Church lay obſcurely i in ſome remote Parts of Greere 
a Erhiopia, till it obtain da Reſurrection in "Eng- 
an 

I hope it will be granted * this time. eb no Na- 
tional Monarch can deſtroy the Dependace of his 
Chriſtian Subjects, pon the Catholick Church, to 


which he is only a Feudatory Lord, and owes Atle- 


giance himſelf, which we muſt grant, or ny him 
to be a Member of the Church of Chriſt. 7 

I have alſo prov'd, that the Supremacy beſtow'd. 
upon the King at the Reformation, was not abſo- 
lute, But Feudatory, and the King bears the ſame 
Reſpect to the Cattiolick Church, as an Hector of 
Bavarians does to the Empire. 

" Conſequently if he turns Hevetick, if be! berrayvihe 
Depoſitum, or acts contrary - to the Canons of the 


Catholick Church, he may be depriv*d of his Supre 


macy, with which he is only entruſted for the good 


| of the Church. 


In this, Bangor, Marſpall, and other Modern pre- 
tenders to write about Schiſm agree: For they own, 
that if he turns his Power to deſtroy the Church by 
being a Papiſt, he forfeits his Power, and if he for- 
feirs this Power by being a Papiſt, why not by being 
an Enemy to the Church any other Way oiot £6 3: 

If he declares himſelf of her Communion, never- 


theleſs, if he protects Hereſies as Conſt antius and a- 


lens did before, he may be paſſively reſiſted (if that 
Phraſe be not a Contradiction Jor in ſhort, he inay be 


reſiſted by thaſe Arms God has put into the Hands 


of the Church, viz. ._ Decrees, eee 


nications, Se. . 5 e e 
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F 61) 
The Supream Head of the Church Theedofius was 
Exootimunicated by St. Ambroſe; who was not ſo 
much as a Patriarch; nay, he was Excommunicated; 
and conſequently deprivd by a ſingle Biſhop'with- 7 
out a Synod, which no common Biſhop cou'd-be-of _  "_- 
the leaſt Account. Was thisSupremacy conſer d in thoſe 1 
Days? Strange, that the Head of the Church coud be _ 
deprivd by a ſingle Biſhop, and that the Members \ 
and Subjects to the ſame Head cou'd be depriv'd by | ml 
no leſs than a Synod! Ir is the fame; as that a — 2 
moner ſhould have the Privilege of being try d by the 
Houſe of Lords, and a Lord himſelf have only ths 
the Privilege of being try d by th the common ac of 
Weſtmnſter- Hall. 

St. Ambroſe tell the Emperor to his Face; that hs 
| muſt acquieſce in his faid ſpiritual Bonds, and not by 
* 2 refuſing to obey add one Wickedneſs to another. 
The Emperor was ſo far from having a Notion ef 
this abſolute Supremacy, that when 'Ruffinas his 
Steward of the Houſhold offer'd to move the Bi 
to relax his Sentence, he told him, that Ambroſe was 
not to be work d upon by Imperial Threats. 
„ When St. Amvroſe after due Satisfaction had re 


aa — p - "I <= * — . ; 2 
4 2 th 1 8 *. a * . : 3 
ur —— cares — PA — "4 — a : 


|  ceiv'd the Emperor into the Church, he alſo allotted 
him his Place amongſt the Lejcks; for, ſays he, the 4 
5 Purple makes Emperors, but not Prieſts. () The ö 


» * » 
— W 


Emperor ſubmitted and excus d himſelf as being 
| us'd to that Cuſtom at Conft anti le, but when he re- 
| rurn'd thither, he told N:/orizs, Biſhop of that Place, | 3 
that he had learn'd the difference between a Prince 3 


and a Biſhop, pe he had the mtg of FROUP 1 
. 00 „ Ty un THe bad | bn * PER 
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promary, by declaring tliat the Queen's Majeſty 


Houſe of David. 


him by Goſs 
| ſequently lawful Ring of Iſrael? Why then was not 


( 62) 
under St. Ambroſe's Diſcipline, and ſor the future he 
was: reſolvd after offering his Gitrs at the Altar, "a0 
retire back to the Rails. 
I produce this Inſtance to ew bow far Theodofone þ 
was femov d from an abſolute: Supremacy over the 


Church. Ou! Divine Sc. Ambroſe, thy Name with 


Se; Atrbanaſins's ought to be engrav d in the Hearts of 

everyCuritian adi Ages, 18 the ones 

more. 
Our Anticles of. Religion rn plain d the $u- 


means no more, than that Chriſtian Princes have the 
ſame Power with the Fewiſh Kings in the Old Teſta - 


ment. But was not er re an Heathen 


Prince; as much King of the Fews as Daw; was he 


nat ſent by God, and acknowledg'd the Sovereign of 


that People in the holy Seriptures; yet ſurely thi 
Heachen Monarch could not he Head of the Fei 
Church, for the Head of a Church is the Center of 
unity. but how an He athen cou dbethe Center of Unity 
to che Members of the true Religion cannot conceive. 
But to let this paſs ſor the preſent; if the Kings of 
Juda had an abſolute Supremacy over the Fexviſh 
Church, before the Ten Tribes were rent from the 
Iwould ask, how, aſter that Rent 
the: Iſradlites could be guiley of Schiſin in e 
from! the Feu. N 007" | 
*Tis evident Jerobeam bad *. Ten Tribes given 
expreſs Command; and he was con- 


N as much inveſted in Ferobbam as in 
bobaam? and why was not one às much Head 
of the Church as the other: In what could tlie 


Schiſm conſiſt, not in ſeparating from Rbebobowm, 


but ſtom the Worſhip» of God in the Temple, that 


is, from Perſonal Communion of the Prieſis there - 


of: How then could. hath be ſald to be ab- 
(ay ſolute 


? 


— 
yo. 


er. 8A 


hs 
0 
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and Ceremonies in che Church; Ne 


(63) _ 

Hlute'>Head of the Fewiſb' Church; when even 
uam night have contirued a Member of tlie 
ewiſh Church, after he had «withdrawn from him, 
He had kept 
Frieſts of the Temple, © © © 


Ceremony of 3 } 
They bad no Power to wake the breed 
from the Tribe of. Levi. : LL EN 

dead do Pour uo gage the Woiſtip 
from alam to any other Place. 0 
bad no Legiſſative Power io ane new 
Laws in the Church, or vepeal the old ones. 
Wen we have ſumm'd up the Particulars, wk 
fall Find che total Reſult will be, chat the Jewiſh 
Kings were not abſolute ſupreme Heads in that 
Church; and if we apply the ſame Particular to 


our own Country, we ſhall find our Kings will 


come very ſhort of this abſolute ſupreme Power. 
For by the firſt, no Pagan, no Prince of a Reli- 


gion deſtructive to the Chriſtian, can be che ſupreme 


G 14 
> be C3 13 an 


Head of our Church. 
By theſecond,: de i not hs Comer of Unit and 
Scham does not confi in-fepa Parating from bur 
dom the Biſhops of his Churc. 
By the third, ſhe has no — 


Nites 


muſt be a Body which a independantly e 


| thar Power.” enn 4 oy 8 
"By abs fork, dete h an Order of lien, whom 


he cannot deprive of the Prieſthood ; that is in our 


Inſtitution, he is 6blig'd to allow'thoſe to be Priefts, 


Scho have 4 Succeſſion from the Apoſtles. 
By the fifth, the ſame holds, why a Prince cannot 
diffolve a Flock from their Obedience io their Bi- 
ſhop as that"aFewiſh King, cou'd not transfer the 
'Worftip of God from N to another Place: 


. 


9 2%. ; — 
£ N Ws 


up "Communion wich che 
The Fewiſh Kings — no no Powe 0 dle. oti 


becauſe 


« here unto your ; Highneſs, G. 


( 64 ) 


becauſe: as in our Diſcipline we hade only chantz d 


Ferſpns for: Place; — no more change 
the firſt, than the Feu could the latter. 
By cbe öch, the Prince can make no Eccleſiaſtical 
Injunctions, and give no ordets which ſhall oblige 
the Glergy as Eccleſiaſticks to obſervè the ſame!” 
I concluce, that the moſt violent aſſerts of the 
Regale Supremacy will get nothing by this parallel. 
I conclude, that God has taken equal care to 
Prtſerve that Church Which his bleſſed Son founded 
with his Blood, as he did to maintain the far rinſe» 
rior worſhip of the Fews, which the Apoſtle in com- 
pariſon. with ours, calls only beggarly Rudimenti, 
and of which we need ſay no more, but that it's 
Palicy was made on purpoſe to be aboliſhed, and 
to pave the way for Abet ters. 
But to return, I do aſſert, that che Guptematty 
which our Engliſh Kings claim'd at the firſt daun 
of the Reformation was no — a Concord 


berweeen Church and State 


This evidently. appears, from — Ant of Sub< 
miſſion of the Clergy to the King, which runs thus; 
„We your moſt humble Subjects, Otators and 


« -Bedeſines; of your: Clergy of England, having 


« our ſpecial Truſt and Confidence in your excel 


© lent Wiſdom, your Princely Goodneſs, and fer- 


vent Teal to the Promotion of God's Honour, 


400 and. Chriſtian Religion, and alſo / in your Learn- 


« ing, far exceeding in our judgment the Learning 
of all other Kings and Princes that we have read 


ol, and doubting nothing but that, the ſame ſnall 


<, ſtil] continue and daily increaſe i in your aa os 1 
“ Firſt do offer and D in ver by. ſavers 


We manifeſtly may perceive here, 5 c . 


only a Perſonal Truſt Conſerrd on Howy 8th; upon 


the Coggugk of his great Learning and abilicies, Ws : 
4 0 N 
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Parliament cannot bind their Succeſſors The ſame 


16). 
the Concordate not extended beyond that Monarch 
and chemſelves. > NY — | 
Necker can I imagine, how hs ies dion 
could bind a ſucceeding one, as it is a Maxim in 
our Engin Law, founded upon Reaſon, that a prior 


Reaſon extends to the Clergy; for if Henry VIII. 
ow'd! his Supremacy to that Act of Convocation, a 
mung Convocation may repeal the ſame. 

"BelidestheClergy;'can no more reſign the eſſential 
Rights and Privileges of the Church, without the 


Conſent" of the Head thereof Chriſt, than a Lord 


Lieutenant of Treland; without the Conſent of his 


Sovereign, can alter thi fundamental Conſtitutions of 


that Countoye (cy or 2 

Alk that 1. ;nfiſt upon is, that this Supremacy od 
Deed of Truſt, that the Clergy may in caſes of 
Neceſſity withdraw it, from a Prince who abu- 
ſes the ſame; they have eſſential Powers inveſted in 
them from above: They are oblig*'d to cu 3 
ticks from Chriſtian Communion, a Power Jo ne- 
cellary, that even Chriſtanity depends thereon: An 


| Heretick cannot continue in the Catholick Commu- 
nion: And thoſe who ſuffer him from that time, 
d to be Catholicks themſelves. I therefore coud 
not help ſmiling at a Relation of a. certain Divine 
who makes a great Noiſe; who in his Pulpit was 


Pleas d to utter theſe Words. Ii an Hereticas 
our Church; which in my Heng is epi. 


valent to calling himſelf an Heretick. 
Bur to return to our Convocation: Tho? ſome” 
Ko: = have repreſented them as uſeleſs, I will ne- 
believe em fo, till I find they are over - aud by 

e civil Power from puniſhing Hereticks: When once 
comes to paſs the Church is in her decrepid 


©, Ape; not able to walk alone nor even and without 
= wad She is. loaded wich all the inürmities 1 
* K 


(66) 
old Age, and fit only for her Children to wifh-to 
ſee her in the Grave to be rid of her Miſer . 

I do inſiſt; that by a Charter much greater than 
an Earthly one, the Church may puniſh Hereticks; 
and moreover is oblig d ſo to do, under the ſeve- 
reſt Penalties of the Wrath of the Eternal God of 
Heaven. | 815 rates. colt 

I alſo aſſert, that the Church has as much Right 

to Convocations, as the State has to _ Parliaments ; 
and I am very ſure, Convocations or Synods are 
much . iid bas ag 5 

In Vortigerns Reign a Synod was held at Verulam; 
nor do I believe, that Monarch ifſil'd out his Writ 
to ſummon them for that purpoſe; and 1. believe 

it will be very difficult to prove, that an Houſe of 
Lords and Commons had any Exiſtence at that time, 
dix. in the Year 446, nor I might pretty near ſay 
a Thouſand Years after, See Spelman Volume x; 
Thegze was a grand Council of the Britains, in 
which Fortimer was Excommunicated for Inceſt, who 
was ſo far from inſiſting upon his Supremacy, that 
he ſubmitted to the Sentence, and retir'd to the 
Mountains to bewail his Sins, and ſpent the Re- 
1 mainder of his Days in Repentance and Sorrow. 
1 They were in thoſe Ages conſulted in Affairs of 
= State, and had no contemptible Share therein; par- 
1 ; ticularly as Spelman has it from Matthew Meſt minſter, 
=” about the Year 465: The Britains met from all Parts, 
and the Clergy being call d' together, they choſe 
Aurelius Ambroſizs for their Monaregn. 
About the Year 603; St. Avgnftive by the help 
of Ethelbert, the Saxon Monarch calF'd a Council 
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) Bedes Ecelel. Hiſt, lib. 2. C 2. 


1 


1 


cauſe it conſiſted of foreign Biſhops, over whom he 


Cæſars time, and ſo down to the Saxon Heptarchy :... 
1 muſt tell chem thoſe times were ſo tumultuary, 


tarchy each Monarch had a Parliament attendiog 


Election and Religion: If ſome. Mens Imaginations 


ſand Chimeras abound every Day. 
a Parliament at what Age of the World you pleaſe. 


to them, to be poſted behind the Conqueſt, if they 


in the moſt early Ages; and as Chriſtianity flouriſh'd 


TI 

of the Biſhops of the Neighbouring Province of the 
Britains at Worceſter, ſays Bede. Another alſo fal- 
low'd; in which the Britiſh Bifhops refus'd to ſub- 
mit to the Cuſtoms of the Romiſh Church, or. to 
own St. Auguſtine as their Archbiſhop. 

* obſerve f from hence, that this Council could not 
be Subject to Erhelbert, as ſupreme. Head of the 
Church, tho'ſummon'd by 1 his Enconragement ; be- 


could not pretend that Command; it was a Coun- 
a of Briziſh Biſhops held in the Saxon Dominions. 
Conſequently, it muſt meet-Independant of any 
imaginary Saxon Parhament in thoſe Days. 
If ſome Gentlemen are ſo fond of Parliaments, 
that they will have them to exiſt even in Julius 


that they were not fit for the cool Debates of a 
Senate. We cannot imagine that in the Saxon Hep- 


him, raiſing Supplies, and ordering Committees of 
are ſo warm, as to believe all this ; they are fit 
only for that Region of Morefields, where imaginary 
Contracts, Kings, Empires, Parliaments, and a thou- 

A Club of thoſe Gentlemen will help a Man to 


It is far from my Deſign to treat Parliaments _ | | 
with Contempt; and I am ſure they are, or ought 3 
to be above Flattery ; tis no advantagious Credit 4 


are of a later Date. 
But Eccleſiaſtical Synods are expreſly megtion'd 


in the State, their Share in the Protection of the 
5 hs | K 2 | Lav 
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State, and the Eneouragement ole Secular Arm | 
7 dallv encreasd. 
0») Thus about the Hog 664, a Council was 
calld at Whithie in the North, in which were pte- 
ſent both the Scots and Engliſh Clergy ; in; which 
alſo Oſwy King of Northumberland and his Son-were 
preſent : The Occaſions was to redues the San tq 
a Tight Obſervation of Easter. 
| obſerve from hence, that ofuy could upon no 
Proviice of his Supremacy! preſide in this Council 
becauſe it conſiſted of -Scomtifh Biſhops as well 0. 
Saxon, who did not depend upon the ane © 
the King of Nirthumberland. 
Neither dots it appear, that chey had any Leave 
or wee ee from the "Date. to pale to wn 
Council. 
e 0 we Baden Report made of the Re- 
folucion of this Council to a Parliament. 
(.) About the Year 668, the Whole Engliſh 
\Ciurch: ſubmitted to Theodore Archbiſhop of Dover, 
not by any formal Conſent of Parliament, nor hy 
the Interpoſition of the Civil Magiſtrate; but by 
travelling over the whole Iſle, and procuring the 
11 Canons and Rites of the Roman Church ta be: re- 
TH .ceiv'd where ever he came. 
. f 1 would have the Reader alo HE 9 55 Man 
was brought to bear, when there were more Mo- 
narchs than one in England: And conſequently, as 
Notions now prevail more Supream Heads, which 
ſurely in ſome Vienſare would have incerſer'd with 
this Scheme. (o) 
About the Year 693; F Council was s.call'd, fays 
Bede, by One at h in un che foreign 
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Garda and Councils were confirm'd. The King Gay 
not ſeem to have had the leaſt ſhare in the Story. 


The Preamble runs placuit nos conſenire juxta moram, 


canomum venerabilum Tractaturos, de neceſſarus Ecele- 
megotiis, Here is an utter Silence of the Kings, 


either calling them. together, or being concern d in 


the Canons; if he had been 'reall y. ſo concern'd, it 
would not alterid-our Queſtion; becauſe the other 
Saxon Dominions were equally oblig d by thoſe Ca- 
nons as Egberts: But however, no Confirmation of 
the Canons by: the NP: n Power was then 
known. 

This Council 1 to haue a e Regard 
70 the fiſth Nene Canon. The [ſeventh Capon fays, 
that Councils are call'd twice in a Lear. But be- 
cauſe external Accidents might render that frequent 


Celebration difficult; it Decrees that a Synod: ſhould 

be call d once a Year at Cioveſſoo. 
(p) In 680 a Council was calbd at Hatfield by Thes 

odare (as Bede ſays) without any mention of the 


(J) Prince, only as to the date of the Synod. This 
was ſummon d to condemn the Hereſy of Entiches, 


and to deebenve the Eogliſh Church from the Con: 
dag ion. eee 


7). Afterwards we find by he. Laws w; Jos: 
that the Clergy were taken into Conſultation with 
his Council, When he gave his Sanction to them: 


* 
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0 vt bis in anno Sada? congregetur, fea glia diverſa 
Cauſæ imped iunt, placuit omnibus in commune ut Kalen- 
dis Auguſti in loco qui appellatur, Clove ſhoo ſemel in 


anno e Con. Herudford ap. Spelmanum. 


(9) Bede Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib. 4. c. 7. 4 
C) Ego Ina, Rex Dei Beneficio occiduorum Saxo onum 


Rex ſuaſu & inſtituto Kenredi patris mei, Hedda & Er- 
kenwaldi Epiſcoporum meorum, omnium Senatorum meo- 


rum & natu majorum ſapientum, &ec. 


The 
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The Preamble runs 5 the advice of his Biſhops 


Aud Senators. 


If Perſons will be fond of amin the Senators 
into an Engliſh Parliament, they cannot but grant, 
the Clergy to ſtand upon an equal bottom; nay, 
they are uſher'd into the Preamble before the Satra- 

pates, or whatever you pleaſe to call thoſe Gentle- 


men, who paſs in theſe Days for Lords, and ſome 


Will have to be both Lords and Commons rogether. 
1 need not multiply Preſidents, becauſe it has 
been already done to my hands by others from this 


time forward, the Clergy had a ere ſhare in the 


Conncils of the Nation. 


"Thoſe who will have them only to dance ality a 
Parliament are much miſtaken : There was this re- 


markable difference, a Parliament ceas d on conrſe 


Death of the King, as it began by his appear- 
ing in the Houſe ; but Dr. Atterbury has given Inſtan- 


ces of a Convocation, ering Mons after the Death 


of the King. 


The ſame worthy Writer bas given Inſtances af 5 


a Convocation fitting, in oppoſition to the expreſs 
Command of the King, who had ſummon'd the 


Members to attend his Army in Wales. They ſup- 


poſs'd the Service of God to call as vigorouſly upon 
them as the Command of the Prince, by one Tenure 


chey held their Goods and Lands, and by the other 


their Souls. 


In ſhort, as this Biſhop has aſſerted, all Sets 


in the Kingdom, the vile Kirk of Scotland, the 
Sink of Presbytery, and Enthuſiaſm have Liberty 
to meet together to conſult upon Affairs of their own 


pretended Churches. But an Engliſh Convocation 


bas no Advantage in the Eſtabliſhment, but to 


be more ſeverely crampt, than all the wild Enthu- 
Fi laſts round about her. | 
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- 1 ſay it would ſeem hard, that the Cindi « of 6 


elend ſhould not haue as much Favour as the "0 


urch of Scotland as they call it. 

It would be hard, that a Mother mould be 
inder to her Step-children, than to the natural Iſſue 
f her own : Vet ſuch is the Friendſhip of ' ſome 
retender Lovers of the Church; they care not 
ow much they ſtarve and contemn her Prieſts, 
ay waſte her Fences, and cut off her moſt valu- 
ble Privileges: ICs very hard, the Church of Scot- 
and ſhould throw off the King s Supremacy. with 
mpunity, and the Church of Eiland ſhould wear 
he Yoak only to be made a 50 ject of Deriſion 
o her Enemies. 

Tell me a Diſſenter in England, who does not 
oyn in with Violence to hamper the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church. But tis a Shackle they will never endure 
o be put upon their own Legs. 

Thus is She become like a Lyon grown old, 
and weaken'd by Infirmities, every Aſs of the Foreſt 
cicks at her. 

1 conclude, that if we pur ſuch a Yoak upon the 
Neck of the Church of England, we reduce her to 
worſe Slavery, than even #6 numerous Sects which 
iſe up againſt her are expos d to bear. Nay, than 
ven the Fews who have a Liberty of excommunicating 
Offenders without the Civil Magiſtrate interpoſing 
to prevent the ſame taking effect, if any one would 
be ſatisfied in this caſe, let him read the Relation of 
Uriel Acoſta the Few, at the end of Limbrochs Confe- 
rence cum erudito Tudeo, 

In Scotland. even a Monarch nd be brought to 
the Stool of Repentance for Sins he was never guilty 
of; and what we ſhall we fay, if leave muſt be ask 
a Prince to * an Heretical OP. 
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= I ſubmit to the Perſons to whom this Treatiſe is 11 
added; whether if Chriſtianity” is any Part of 55 . ee 
their Care, they ought not to ſtrike in with the _— © 
preſent Opportunity, to ſave their Honour and their | 
Religion, by vindicating the Rights'of the Church ; 2 
Which alas in theſe unhappy t times have been too | J 
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Num. 1. 


* Rhanzs E piſcopme ſer vus ſervorum Dei ad futuram 


rei Memoriam. | T 


Inter ſolicitudines varias quibus aſſidue premimur illa 
potiſſime pulſat, C excitat mentem noſtram ut circa ſs alu 
tem Animarum Chriſti fidelium ſolicits Studis intenda- 
mus O ne fideles ipſi, ex conſortio & participatione Sciſ- 
maticorum (eu Hereticorum, labe faciart abe adhibe- 
am remedia opportuna. e 8 


Saane ad noſtrum pervenit auditum quod tam cariſſimus 


in Chriſto filius, noſter Wenceſlaus Romanorum & | Bobe- 

mig Rex Illuſtris, quam etiam claræ Memoriæ, Carolus 

Romanorum Imperator, & ipſius Regis genitor, ſimul 
vel ſucceſſive. FFF ; 


8 0 i, N 0 , . © . r * 
. & Conventiones cum diverſis Regibus, Principibus duci- 


bas Comitibas ac Magnatibns, Nobilibus & certis alis, 
inierant ſen fecerunt C quod aliqui ex hujuſmodi Regibus, 


Non nullas Confederationes, vel Colligationes ſeu ligas 


FR, dacibus, Comitibus, Magnatibas, ſeu Nobilibus, 


aut aliis tune erant ſeu poſtea ſunt effects Sciſmatici ſeu 

Heæretici manifeſti, & ab unitate Sanctæ Romana & 
Vniverſalis Eccleſiæ ſeperati quanuis per nos alias de- 
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DR ON . „ igitur api Fa "2 ſuf | 
F © Colligatione & hp ſeu Cape (fat & , 
858 — 2 Heretic, 12 Scif mat ici poſi Ru Eales N 
rant) ſunt temerariæ illicite,. & N 
© fi forte ante ipſorum lapſum i in Schiſms ſeu H nt 
1 falta fuiſſent) etiamſi forent juramento van . 
1 aut Confirmatione Axoſtolica vel quacunquꝭ fun 
"Tate alia Roboratæ poſt quam tales ur pramittirur ſuns * 
&i, eo ipſo tam idem Rex quam alii qui forſan una cum-#q. - 
ui rind; Confederationes, Collig ationes & lip as few Cons ny 5 
vent ones cum talibus inerunt ſtu ſecerunt c ad ques hu= © 
92 — Colligationts, 25 Jen Conventis . - 
e, guomodoliget extendi poſſunt, &. quorum: e oY 
1 Fg 2 3 ab garum pd roy n * 3 


1555 ag Rex . hind Gate & ws 
_—_ mperis ad quod Ele ms, & per nos appr. 
tus exiſtit in favorem Santa Roman ac Univerſalig 
Eccleſiæ, cus eſt advocatus pro poſſe perſequi Fenttur, 
Juodque onmis communio cum talibus Hereticis ſeu 
Sciſmaticis nimis periculoſa exiſtit cum nulla fit prorſus 
wec eſſe deheat participatio Iucis ad rencbras aut Chief ad 
Belial &. cupientes uper biis Animotum ſaluri & honori, 

ac ſtatui ejuſdem Regis & aliorum quorum intereſ# ut 
prefertur, ſalubritur providere ac periculis © ſcandalis 


ug ipſis exinde mo oven E Pallene xtiliter Precavere. 2 x, 


Bandes Reg em & omnes alios quorum intereſt wel i in- 
gel poterit, ob le Apoſtolica tenore pr æſentium, 
der lar ams fuiſſe & eſſe ab earundem C onfederationum, 
Colligationum Obſervations penitus abfolntos, C ad ea- 

fun 70 er ore aliquatenus non teneri, illaſque qua- 

z de facto proceſſerunt 5 irritamus, & - 
e oy firmitats C inſuper cupientes ani- 

ricults ob viare, tam eidem Regi quam etiam 
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